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During the Prophet’s visit [to Michigan, fall 1834], he came to our house. My heart 
swelled with love as I selected and presented him with some of our choice apples. 
While looking over our copy of a large English Book of Martyrs, he expressed sympathy 
for the Christian martyrs and a hope for their salvation. He asked to borrow the book, 
promising to return it when he should meet us again in Missouri. On returning it he said, 
“I have, by the aid of the Urim and Thummim [seer stone?], seen those martyrs. They 
were honest, devoted followers of Christ, according to the light they possessed. They 
will be saved.” (EJST, 413; Edward Stevenson, TKP, 85)  

I want to stick to my text, to show that when men open their lips against these truths 
they do not injure me, but injure themselves … When things that are of the greatest 
importance are passed over by weak-minded men without even a thought, I want to see 
truth in all its bearings and hug it to my bosom. I believe all that God ever revealed, and 
I never hear of a man being damned for believing too much; but they are damned for 
unbelief. (HC, 6:477; EJST, 409–410)  

Some of the company thought I was not a very meek Prophet; so I told them: “I am 
meek and lowly in heart,” and will personify Jesus for a moment, to illustrate the 
principle, and cried out with a loud voice, “Woe unto you, ye doctors; woe unto you, ye 
lawyers; woe unto you, ye scribes, Pharisees, and hypocrites!” &c. But you cannot find 
the place where I ever went that I found fault with their food, their drink, their house, 
their lodgings; no, never; and this is what is meant by the meekness and lowliness of 
Jesus. (HC, 5:218; EJST, 417)  

I understand my mission and business. God Almighty is my shield; and what can man 
do if God is my friend? I shall not be sacrificed until my time comes; then I shall be 
offered freely. (HC, 5:259; EJST, 413)  

Peter and Stephen testify that they saw the Son of Man standing on the right hand of 
God. Any person that had seen the heavens opened knows that there are three 
personages in the heavens who hold the keys of power, and one presides over all. (HC, 
5: 426; TPC JS, 42)  

The nearer man approaches perfection, the clearer are his views, and the greater his 
enjoyments, till he has overcome the evils of his life and lost every desire for sin; and 
like the ancients, arrives at that point of faith where he is wrapped in the power and 
glory of his Maker, and is caught up to dwell with Him. But we consider that this is a 
station to which no man ever arrived in a moment: he must have been instructed in the 
government and laws of that kingdom by proper degrees, until his mind is capable in 
some measure of comprehending the propriety, justice, equality, and consistency of the 
same. (HC, 2:8; EJST, 469)  



We would wish the Saints to understand that, when they come here, they must not 
expect perfection, or that all will be harmony, peace, and love; if they indulge these 
ideas, they will undoubtedly be deceived, for here there are persons, not only from 
different states, but from different nations, who, although they feel a great attachment to 
the cause of truth, have their prejudices of education, and, consequently, it requires 
some time before these things can be overcome. Again, there are many that creep in 
unawares, and endeavor to sow discord, strife, and animosity in our midst, and by so 
doing, bring evil upon the Saints. These things we have to bear with, and these things 
will prevail either to a greater or less extent until “the floor be thoroughly purged,” and 
“the chaff be burnt up.” Therefore, let those who come up to this place be determined to 
keep the commandments of God, and not be discouraged by those things we have 
enumerated, and then they will be prospered—the intelligence of heaven will be 
communicated to them, and they will, eventually, see eye to eye, and rejoice in the full 
fruition of that glory which is reserved for the righteous. (HC, 4:272–273; EJST, 470)  

President Joseph Smith continued his address; said he was going to preach mercy. 
Suppose that Jesus Christ and holy angels should object to us on frivolous things, what 
would become of us? We must be merciful to one another, and overlook small things. 
(HC, Report of Eliza R. Snow, Joseph Smith, 5:23; EJST, 419)  

I charged the Saints not to follow the example of the adversary in accusing the brethren, 
and said, “If you do not accuse each other, God will not accuse you. If you have no 
accuser you will enter heaven, and if you will follow the revelations and instructions 
which God gives you through me, I will take you into heaven as my back load. If you will 
not accuse me, I will not accuse you. If you will throw a cloak of charity over my sins, I 
will over yours—for charity covereth a multitude of sins. What many people call sin is 
not sin; I do many things to break down superstition, and I will break it down.” (HC, 
4:445; EJST, 636)  

Don’t envy the finery and fleeting show of sinners, for they are in a miserable situation; 
but as far as you can, have mercy on them, for in a short time God will destroy them, if 
they will not repent and turn unto him. (HC, 4:607; EJST, 637)  

There are a great many wise men and women too in our midst who are too wise to be 
taught; therefore they must die in their ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find 
their mistake. Many seal up the door of heaven by saying, So far God may reveal and I 
will believe. (HC, 5:424; EJST, 374)  

How vain and trifling have been our spirits, our conferences, our councils, our meetings, 
our private as well as public conversations—too low, too mean, too vulgar, too 
condescending for the dignified characters of the called and chosen of God, according 
to the purposes of His will, from before the foundation of the world! We are called to 
hold the keys of the mysteries of those things that have been kept hid from the 
foundation of the world until now…Let honesty, and sobriety, and candor, and 
solemnity, and virtue, and pureness, and meekness, and simplicity crown our heads in 



every place; and in fine, become as little children, without malice, guile or hypocrisy. 
(HC, 3:295–96; EJST, 399)  

It is an eternal principle, that has existed with God from all eternity: That man who rises 
up to condemn others, finding fault with the Church, saying that they are out of the way, 
while he himself is righteous, then know assuredly, that that man is in the high road to 
apostasy; and if he does not repent, will apostatize, as God lives. The principle is as 
correct as the one that Jesus put forth in saying that he who seeketh a sign is an 
adulterous person; and that principle is eternal, undeviating, and firm as the pillars of 
heaven; for whenever you see a man seeking after a sign, you may set it down that he 
is an adulterous man. (HC, 3:385; EJST, 634)  

I have tried for a number of years to get the minds of the Saints prepared to receive the 
things of God; but we frequently see some of them, after suffering all they have for the 
work of God, will fly to pieces like glass as soon as anything comes that is contrary to 
their traditions: they cannot stand the fire at all. How many will be able to abide a 
celestial law, and go through and receive their exaltation, I am unable to say, as many 
are called, but few are chosen. (HC, 6:185; EJST, 229)  

This earth was organized or formed out of other planets which were broken up and 
remodelled and made into the one on which we live. The elements are eternal. (EJST, 
203; WJS, 60)  

The learning of the Egyptians, and their knowledge of astronomy was no doubt taught 
them by Abraham and Joseph, as their records testify, who received it from the Lord. 
(HC, 5:63; EJST, 485)  

I cannot believe in any of the creeds of the different denominations, because they all 
have some things in them I cannot subscribe to, though all of them have some truth. I 
want to come up into the presence of God, and learn all things; but the creeds set up 
stakes, and say, ‘Hitherto shalt thou come, and no further’; which I cannot subscribe to. 
(HC, 6:57)  

I say to all those who are disposed to set up stakes for the Almighty, You will come 
short of the glory of God. To become a joint heir of the heirship of the Son, one must put 
away all his false traditions. (HC, 5:554; TPC JS, 264)  

The spirits of the just are exalted to a greater and more glorious work; hence they are 
blessed in their departure to the world of spirits. Enveloped in flaming fire, they are not 
far from us, and know and understand our thoughts, feelings, and motions, and are 
often pained therewith. (HC, 6:52; EJST, 642–643)  

Joseph said to D. C. Smith that to be free from the corruptions of the earth … the 
speaker should always speak in his natural tone of voice and not to keep in one loud 
strain, but to act without affectation. (WJS, 60 [standardized]; EJST, 641)  



On our way, we stopped a short time at Brother Perry’s. Brothers George A. Smith and 
Wilford Woodruff rode in my buggy. I was asked if the horse would stand without tying. I 
answered, “Yes: but never trust property to the mercy or judgment of a horse.” (HC, 
5:390; EJST, 711)  

Martin Harris, who had boasted to the brethren that he could handle snakes with perfect 
safety, was, while fooling with a blacksnake with his bare feet, bitten on his left foot. The 
circumstance was communicated to Joseph, and he took occasion to exhort the 
brethren never to trifle with the promises of God. That it was a presumption for any man 
to provoke a snake to bite him. But if a man of God was accidently bitten by a 
poisonous serpent, he might have faith, or his brethren have faith for him, so that the 
Lord would hear his prayer and he be healed. But when a man designedly provoked a 
serpent to bite him, the principle was the same as when a man drinks poison knowing it 
to be such; in that case no man had any claim on the promises of God to be healed. 
(History of George A. Smith, 16 June 1834, BYU Library)  

At a Sabbath meeting in this bowery, myself and several boy playmates were sitting on 
the rude steps which led up to the rostrum on which the Prophet Joseph Smith stood, 
discoursing with such power as to attract the attention of even boys. Policemen came 
and were driving us away, when the Prophet forbade them, saying, “Let the boys alone. 
They will learn something that they will never forget.” (Journal of Harvey Harris Cluff, 
1836–1861, BYU Library)  

And when we reflect with what care, and with what unremitting diligence our parents 
have striven to watch over us, and how many hours of sorrow and anxiety they have 
spent, over our cradles and bed-sides, in times of sickness, how careful we ought to be 
of their feelings in their old age! It cannot be a source of sweet reflection to us, to say or 
do anything that will bring their gray hairs down with sorrow to the grave. (HC, 2:342; 
EJST, 463)  

Joseph said that the wicked will not all be destroyed at the coming of Christ, and also 
there will be wicked during the Millennium. For instance, Isaiah says the days of an 
infant shall be as the age of a tree; also Zachariah says all who do not come up year by 
year with their gifts to the priests of the tabernacle that no rain shall fall upon them. And 
that Jesus will be a resident on the earth a thousand years with the Saints is not the 
case but will reign over the Saints and come down and instruct [them] as he did the five 
hundred brethren (1st Cor. 15), and those of the first resurrection will also reign with him 
over the Saints. Then after the little season is expired and the earth undergoes its last 
change and is glorified, then will all the meek inherit the earth wherein dwelleth [the] 
righteous. (EJST, 420, standardized; WJS, 65)  

Other attempts to promote universal peace and happiness in the human family have 
proved abortive; every effort has failed; every plan and design has fallen to the ground; 
it needs the wisdom of God, the intelligence of God, and the power of God to 
accomplish this. The world has had a fair trial for six thousand years; the Lord will try 
the seventh thousand Himself… (HC, 5:64–65; EJST, 421)  



I calculate to be one of the instruments of setting up the kingdom of Daniel by the word 
of the Lord, and I intend to lay a foundation that will revolutionize the whole world…It will 
not be by sword or gun that this kingdom will roll on: the power of truth is such that all 
nations will be under the necessity of obeying the Gospel. (HC, 6:365; EJST, 557) 

It has been the design of Jehovah, from the commencement of the world, and is His 
purpose now, to regulate the affairs of the world in His own time, to stand as a head of 
the universe, and take the reins of government in His own hand. When that is done, 
judgment will be administered in righteousness; anarchy and confusion will be 
destroyed, and “nations will learn war no more.” [Isaiah 2:4] (HC, 5:63; TPC JS, 257)  

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  

NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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