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1886 Revelation Notes by Gene Van Shaar (1/17/19)  
 

Part of the text of what has come to be known as The 1886 Revelation is 
as follows:  
 
"All commandments that I give must be obeyed by those calling themselves 
by my name unless they are revoked by me or by my authority, and how 
can I revoke an everlasting covenant, for I the Lord am everlasting and my 
everlasting covenants cannot be abrogated nor done away with, but they 
stand forever … I the Lord do not change and my word and my covenants 
and my law do not, and as I have heretofore said by my servant Joseph: All 
those who would enter into my glory must and shall obey my law. And have 
I not commanded men that if they were Abraham’s seed and would enter 
into my glory, they must do the works of Abraham. I have not revoked this 
law, nor will I, for it is everlasting, and those who will enter into my glory 
must obey the conditions thereof; even so, Amen."  
 
When reading the 1886 revelation some contradictions to scripture almost 
jump off the page. Let’s look at the scriptural issues by number.  
 
(1) D&C 56:4-6 "Wherefore I, the Lord, command and revoke, as it 
seemeth me good, and all this to be answered upon the heads of the 
rebellious, saith the Lord.” In these verses the Lord says he will command 
and revoke as seemeth him good, which is the exact opposite of saying, 
“How can I revoke … I do not revoke or change, nor will I ever."  
(2) Let’s verify. Has the Lord ever revoked or changed his law before? In 
the Old Testament the law of Lord required circumcision, animal sacrifice, 
and many other things that he discontinued in the New Testament. One of 
the most obvious truths about the Bible is that the Lord changed the law 
form the Old Testament/Covenant to the New Testament/Covenant. Yet the 
1886 revelation emphatically says that the Lord never has and never will do 
such a thing.  
(3) One of the biggest problems in the New Testament church was the 
conflict between the apostles and Judaizers, who were members of the 
church who believed that they still needed to live the law of Moses. The 
apostles tried to settle this issue at the Jerusalem conference when Peter 
rose up and said, "Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the 
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neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were are to bear? 
But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be 
saved, even as they. Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave 
audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God 
had wrought among the Gentiles by them." (Acts 15:9-12) In spite of this, 
Paul had to continue to fight against Judaizers declaring that salvation 
came not through the works of the law of Moses but through faith in Christ, 
and obedience to the current law as revealed by his living apostles.  
(4) There are many other examples but let’s move on to talking about 
marriage. We know that in the Old Testament the Lord commissioned 
some of his leaders to have plural marriages. But in the New Testament he 
said, "A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife …" (1 
Timothy 3:2). In the Book of Mormon the Lord said, "For there shall not any 
man among you save it be one wife … For if I will saith the Lord of Hosts, 
raise up seed unto me, I will command my people my people; otherwise 
they shall harken unto these things." Clear and simple he said: One wife, 
unless the Lord commands otherwise, and he will command and revoke, 
depending upon circumstances.  
 
Thus we see that whoever wrote the 1886 revelation included wording 
which clearly contradicted scripture and long established doctrine. That 
such spurious doctrine has been believed and perpetuated by good people 
is heartbreaking.   
 
In addition to all of the above, the prophet Joseph Smith made this 
clarification, "That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, and 
often is, right under another. God said, 'Thou shalt not kill;' at another time 
He said 'Thou shalt utterly destroy.' This is the principle on which the 
government of heaven is conducted—by revelation adapted to the 
circumstances in which the children of the kingdom are placed." (HC, 
5:134–135; EJST, 575) 
 
Let’s repeat that: "This is the principle on which the government of heaven 
is conducted—by revelation adapted to the circumstances in which the 
children of the kingdom are placed."  
 
At this point a historical example may be helpful. The Gnostics were an 
ancient Christian sect who claimed to possess secret teachings, rites, and 
authority not known by the general church. Apparently some Gnostics 
claimed to know the sacred things that were taught during Jesus' 40 day 



resurrected ministry. Gnostics actually agreed with most church teachings 
but considered themselves to be spiritually elite in knowledge and practice.  
 
In Egypt in 1945 some ancient scrolls were discovered. They have been 
translated and published as the The Nag Hammadi Library. This publication 
is considered to be a collection of ancient Gnostic writings. The Nag 
Hammadi Library can currently be purchased from Amazon.com at a very 
reasonable price. Having read The Nag Hammadi Library, and considered 
it in accordance with D&C 91, I believe some of its teachings to be true and 
some spurious. 
 
Gnosticism was in fact a corruption of early Christian doctrine that was part 
of what we know as The Great Apostasy. Knowing that similar problems 
could occur in the restored church the Lord included the following in the 
Doctrine and Covenants, "Again I say unto you, that it shall not be given to 
any one to go forth to preach my gospel, or to build up my church, except 
he be ordained by some one who has authority, and it is known to the 
church that he has authority and has been regularly ordained by the heads 
of the church." (D&C 42:11)  
 
Thus we see that the Lord clearly stated that the doctrine and direction of 
the church had to be conducted within known and authorized channels. 
This is necessary because there have always been some who claim 
special knowledge and authority in order to justify their tenets, both in 
ancient and modern times.  
 
In spite of D&C 42:11 there seems to have been some misunderstanding, 
especially related to the cessation of plural marriage. Therefore, in 1904 
President Joseph F. Smith issued a Second Manifesto. The wording and 
some of the circumstances are given below.    
 
"At the April 1904 general conference, President Smith issued a forceful 
statement, known as the Second Manifesto, attaching penalties to entering 
into plural marriage: 'If any officer or member of the Church shall assume to 
solemnize or enter into any such marriage he will be deemed in 
transgression against the Church and will be liable to be dealt with 
according to the rules and regulations thereof and excommunicated 
therefrom.'45 This statement had been approved by the leading councils of 
the Church and was unanimously sustained at the conference as 
authoritative and binding on the Church.46"  
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"Contrary to direction, two Apostles, John W. Taylor [son of President John 
Taylor] and Matthias F. Cowley, continued to perform and encourage new 
plural marriages after the Second Manifesto. They were eventually dropped 
from the quorum.49 Taylor was later excommunicated from the Church after 
he insisted on his right to continue to perform plural marriages. Cowley was 
restricted from using his priesthood and later admitted that he had been 
'wholly in error.'50 Some couples who entered into plural marriage between 
1890 and 1904 separated after the Second Manifesto, but many others 
quietly cohabited into the 1930s and beyond.51"  
(https://www.lds.org/topics/the-manifesto-and-the-end-of-plural-
marriage?lang=eng)  
 
There is no doubt that the Apostolic United Brethren (AUB), sometimes 
known as The Allred Group, has been and continues to be composed of 
many good and sincere people. This lesson is not an attack on them or any 
other individual or group. Rather, it is intended to be a collection of facts 
related to doctrinal and historical issues that deserve consideration.  
 
"Members of the AUB see their history as going back to Joseph Smith and 
to the beliefs he espoused and practices he established. They believe that 
the LDS Church has made unacceptable changes to doctrines and 
ordinances. The members of the AUB see it as their responsibility to keep 
them alive in the form they were originally given and to live all the laws God 
has commanded. Each doctrine or practice changed or abandoned by the 
LDS Church is in turn perpetuated by the AUB."  
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_United_Brethren 
 
"In the Mormon fundamentalist movement, the 1886 Revelation is the text 
of a revelation said to have been received by John Taylor, 
third President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS 
Church), that is claimed to restate the permanence of the principle of plural 
marriage. Along with Joseph Smith, Jr.'s 1843 revelation on plural 
marriage,[1] the 1886 revelation is one of the primary documents used by 
Mormon fundamentalists to justify their continued practice of polygamy. 
The LDS Church, which issued manifestos in 1890 and 1904 to terminate 
the practice of plural marriage, does not accept the 1886 revelation as 
authentic.[2]"    
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/1886_Revelation 
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