
Stake Institute Class 
Teachings of Joseph Smith - Lesson 2: Revelation 

We can see that the doctrine of revelation far transcends the doctrine of no revelation; 
for one truth revealed from heaven is worth all the sectarian notions in existence. (HC, 
6:251–252; EJST, 607)   

We never can comprehend the things of God and of heaven, but by revelation. We may 
spiritualize and express opinions to all eternity; but that is no authority. (HC, 5:344)   

I stood alone, an unlearned youth, to combat the worldly wisdom and multiplied 
ignorance of eighteen centuries, with a new revelation, which (if they would receive the 
everlasting Gospel), would open the eyes of more than eight hundred millions of people, 
and make “plain the old paths,” wherein if a man walk in all the ordinances of God 
blameless, he shall inherit eternal life. (HC, 6:74; EJST, 717)   

Whilst thus employed in the work appointed me by my Heavenly Father, I received a 
letter from Oliver Cowdery … He wrote to inform me that he had discovered an error in 
one of the commandments—Book of Doctrine and Covenants: “And truly manifest by 
their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto a remission of their sins.” 
[D&C 20:37] The above quotation, he said, was erroneous, and added: “I command you 
in the name of God to erase those words, that no priestcraft be amongst us!” I 
immediately wrote to him in reply, in which I asked him by what authority he took upon 
him to command me to alter or erase, to add to or diminish from, a revelation or 
commandment from Almighty God. (HC, 1:104; EJST, 562)  

I will inform you that it is contrary to the economy of God for any member of the Church, 
or any one, to receive instructions for those in authority, higher than themselves; 
therefore you will see the impropriety of giving heed to them; but if any person have a 
vision or a visitation from a heavenly messenger, it must be for his own benefit and 
instruction; for the fundamental principles, government, and doctrine of the Church are 
vested in the keys of the kingdom. (HC, 1:338; EJST, 564)  

And when the heart is sufficiently contrite, then the voice of inspiration steals along and 
whispers “My son peace be unto thy soul” … A fanciful and flowery and heated 
imagination beware of; because the things of God are of deep import; and time, and 
experience, and careful and ponderous and solemn thoughts can only find them out. 
Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the 
utmost heavens, and search into and contemplate the darkest abyss, and the broad 
expanse of eternity—thou must commune with God. How much more dignified and 
noble are the thoughts of God, than the vain imaginations of the human heart! None but 
fools will trifle with the souls of men. (HC, 3:295; EJST, 490)  

All things whatsoever God in his infinite wisdom has seen fit and proper to reveal to us, 
while we are dwelling in mortality, in regard to our mortal bodies, are revealed to us in 
the abstract, and independent of affinity of this mortal tabernacle, but are revealed to 



our spirits precisely as though we had no bodies at all; and those revelations which will 
save our spirits will save our bodies. God reveals them to us in view of no eternal dis- 
solution of the body, or tabernacle. (HC, 6:312; EJST, 579)  

The spirit of revelation is in connection with these blessings. A person may profit by 
noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure 
intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so that by noticing 
it, you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon; (i.e.) those things that were presented 
unto your minds by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by learning the Spirit 
of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of revelation, until you 
become perfect in Christ Jesus. (HC, 3:381; EJST, 570)  

It is my meditation all the day, and more than my meat and drink, to know how I shall 
make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge 
before my mind. (HC, 5:362; EJST, 576)  

I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms 
manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to 
receive them. (HC, 5:402; EJST, 576)  

Reading the experience of others, or the revelation given to them, can never give us a 
comprehensive view of our condition and true relation to God. Knowledge of these 
things can only be obtained by experience through the ordinances of God set forth for 
that purpose. Could you gaze into heaven five minutes, you would know more than you 
would by reading all that ever was written on the subject. (HC, 6:50; EJST, 577)  

O ye Twelve! and all Saints! profit by this important Key that in all your trials, troubles, 
temptations, afflictions, bonds, imprisonments and death, see to it, that you do not 
betray heaven; that you do not betray Jesus Christ; that you do not betray the brethren; 
that you do not betray the revelations of God, whether in the Bible, Book of Mormon, or 
Doctrine and Covenants, or any other that ever was or ever will be given and 3  Alma 
26:21–22 revealed unto man in this world or that which is to come. Yea, in all your 
kicking and flounderings, see to it that you do not this thing…[and prove] a traitor to the 
brethren. (HC, 3:385; EJST, 570)  

Many men will say, “I will never forsake you, but will stand by you at all times.” But the 
moment you teach them some of the mysteries of the kingdom of God that are retained 
in the heavens and are to be revealed to the children of men when they are prepared for 
them, they will be the first to stone you and put you to death. It was this same principle 
that crucified the Lord Jesus Christ, and will cause the people to kill the prophets in this 
generation…(HC, 5:424; EJST, 577)  

But we cannot keep all the commandments without first knowing them, and we cannot 
expect to know all, or more than we now know unless we comply with or keep those we 
have already received. That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, and often 
is, right under another. God said, “Thou shalt not kill;” at another time He said “Thou 



shalt utterly destroy.” This is the principle on which the government of heaven is 
conducted—by revelation adapted to the circumstances in which the children of the 
kingdom are placed. Whatever God requires is right, no matter what it is, although we 
may not see the reason thereof till long after the events transpire…Everything that God 
gives us is lawful and right. (HC, 5:134–135; EJST, 575)  

One morning I went as usual into the office to go to work. I found Joseph sitting on one 
side of a table and Robert B. Thompson on the opposite side, and the understanding I 
got was that they were hunting in the manuscript of the new translation of the Bible for 
something on priesthood which Joseph wished to present or have read to the people 
the next conference. Well, they could not find what they wanted, and Joseph said to 
Thompson, “Put the manuscript to one side and take some paper, and I will tell you 
what to write.” Brother Thompson took some foolscap paper that was at his elbow and 
made himself ready for the business. I was seated probably six or eight feet on 
Joseph’s left side, so that I could look almost squarely into the side of his eye. The Spirit 
of God descended upon him, and a measure of it upon me, insomuch that I could fully 
realize that God, or the Holy Ghost, was talking through him. I never, neither before or 
since, have felt as I did on that occasion. (From the journal of Howard Coray, TKP, 135; 
EJST, 579–580)  

I am the only man living in the flesh that received endowments under the hands of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. I am the only man in the flesh that was with the Twelve Apostles 
when he turned over the kingdom of God to them and laid upon them the 
commandment to bear off this kingdom. He stood for some three hours in a room 
delivering to us his last lecture. The room was filled as with consuming fire. His face 
was as clear as amber; his words were like vivid lightning to us. They penetrated every 
part of our bodies from the crown of our head to the soles of our feet. He said, 
“Brethren, the Lord Almighty has sealed upon my head every Priesthood, every key, 
every power, every principle that belongs to the last dispensation of the fulness of times, 
and to the building up of the kingdom of God. I have sealed upon your heads all those 
principles, Priesthood, apostleship, and keys of the kingdom of God, and now you have 
got to round up your shoulders and bear off this kingdom or you will be damned.” I do 
not forget those words—I never shall while I live. That was the last speech he ever 
made in the flesh. Soon afterward he was martyred and called home to glory. (Wilford 
Woodruff, Deseret Weekly, September 4, 1897, 356; TPC WW, xxxi-xxxii)  



Study Questions: 

(1) What question(s) does this quote raise in your mind?  
(2) What experience or insight have you had related to this quote?  
(3) What scriptures are related to this quote?  
(4) What principle(s) does this quote teach?  
(5) What do you love about this quote, and why?  
(6) What part of this quote do you know to be true?  
(7) How will you make this quote part of what you are now?" 

Bibliographical Abbreviations:    

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  

NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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