
Stake Institute Class 
Teachings of Joseph Smith - Lesson 3: Love and Friendship 

Sectarian priests cry out concerning me, and ask, “Why is it this babbler gains so many 
followers, and retains them?” I answer, It is because I possess the principle of love. All I 
can offer the world is a good heart and a good hand. (HC, 5:498; EJST, 405)   

I have no enmity against any man. I love you all; but I hate some of your deeds. (HC, 
6:317; EJST, 111)   

I love that man better who swears a stream as long as my arm yet deals justice to his 
neighbors and mercifully deals his substance to the poor, than the long, smooth-faced 
hypocrite. (HC, 5:401; EJST, 333)  

At the close of the conversation, Joseph wrapped his arms around me, and squeezed 
me to his bosom and said, “George A., I love you as I do my own life.” I felt so affected, 
I could hardly speak, but replied, “I hope, Brother Joseph, that my whole life and actions 
will ever prove my feelings, and the depth of my affection towards you.” (HC, 5: 391; 
EJST, 405)  

He [Joseph] saw I was weak in body and that my heart was sad in leaving him, so 
thinking to cheer and arouse me, when putting the nine silver dollars in my hand he 
playfully knocked my hand upward, and scattering the money all over the room. My 
heart was so full of tears, and my emotions must have vent, so forgetting all but the 
feeling that we were boy companions playing together, I sprang at and grappled him, as 
though to teach him a lesson, but the lesson was all to me, for on making one grand 
effort to throw him, I found myself in strength no more than a bulrush as compared with 
him, and as my strength was fictitious and my real recovery was but illusion, collapsed 
and fainted in his arms. He placed me in repose, and did all necessary for my 
restoration and comfort. Then gathering up the scattered money, and after a period of 
delay, weak, trembling and desolate, yet determined to start, I led my horse to the other 
gate and as I was passing through, with the bridle on my arm, his hand detained me, 
and placing his hands upon my head, he seemed to pour out his soul in blessing me. 
He told the Lord I had been faithful to care for others, that I was now worn and sick, and 
that on my journey I would need his care, and he asked that a special guardian might go 
with me from that day and stay with me through all my life. And oh! my dear brother, 
how often have I seen through life [the] foot- prints of that angel, and knew that his hand 
had drawn me back from death. (Benjamin F. Johnson to George S. Gibbs, 1903, LDS 
Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah; RJ, 84)  

Friendship is one of the grand fundamental principles of “Mormonism”; it is designed to 
revolutionize and civilize the world, and cause wars and contentions to cease and men 
to become friends and brothers. …It is a time-honored adage that love begets love. Let 
us pour forth love—show forth our kindness unto all mankind, and the Lord will reward 
us with everlasting increase…Friendship is like Brother Turley in his blacksmith shop 



welding iron to iron; it unites the human family with its happy influence. I do not dwell 
upon your faults, and you shall not upon mine. Charity, which is love, covereth a 
multitude of sins, and I have often covered up all the faults among you; but the prettiest 
thing is to have no faults at all. We should cultivate a meek, quiet and peaceable spirit. 
(HC, 5:517)  

Suppose that Jesus Christ and holy angels should object to us on frivolous things, what 
would become of us? We must be merciful to one another, and overlook small things. 
(HC, 7:23) 

When a man is borne down with trouble, when he is perplexed with care and difficulty, if 
he can meet a smile instead of an argument or a murmur—if he can meet with 
mildness, it will calm down his soul and soothe his feelings; when the mind is going to 
despair, it needs a solace of affection and kindness. (HC, 4:606–607; EJST, 176)  

Wise men ought to have understanding enough to conquer men with kindness. “A soft 
answer turneth away wrath,” says the wise man; and it will be greatly to the credit of the 
Latter-day Saints to show the love of God, by now kindly treating those who may have, 
in an unconscious moment, done wrong; for truly said Jesus, Pray for thine enemies. 
Humanity towards all, reason and refinement to enforce virtue, and good for evil are so 
eminently designed to cure more disorders of society than an appeal to arms, or even 
argument untempered with friendship…(HC, 6:219)  

At Nauvoo he saw the Prophet Joseph Smith many times on a beautiful white horse. 
They were staying with an aunt, (Mrs. Redfield), and saw a little calf for the first time. 
They went out to pet and examine the animal, but it became frightened and broke the 
rope. Time and again Schuyler got it into a corner, but each time it came near Adelaide 
[his younger sister], she became frightened and ran in the opposite direction. Finally 
Schuyler lost his temper and shouted: “You darn fool! Why don’t you head it?” At that 
moment Joseph Smith happened to be riding by. He got off his horse, tied up the calf, 
and then petting Adelaide on the head, said, “You are not a little fool, are you sissy?” He 
never even looked at Schuyler. This was a lesson the boy never forgot. Often in his later 
years, he related the story to his grandchildren, and his eyes always filled with tears. 
(Biography of Schuyler Everett, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah; RJ, 55)  48   

He [Joseph] was not like a man with a stake run down his back, and with his face cast in 
a brazen mold that he could not smile, that he had no joy in his heart. Oh, he was full of 
joy; he was full of gladness; he was full of love… (Joseph F. Smith, in “Joseph, the 
Prophet,” Salt Lake Herald Church and Farm Supplement, Jan. 12, 1895, p. 211; TPC 
JS, 499)  



Study Questions: 

(1) What question(s) does this quote raise in your mind?  
(2) What experience or insight have you had related to this quote?  
(3) What scriptures are related to this quote?  
(4) What principle(s) does this quote teach?  
(5) What do you love about this quote, and why?  
(6) What part of this quote do you know to be true?  
(7) How will you make this quote part of what you are now?" 

Bibliographical Abbreviations:    

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  

NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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