
Stake Institute Class 
Teachings of Joseph Smith – Lesson 4: Law 

For without law all must certainly fall into chaos … God is the source of all good; 
consequently, then, he was the first Author of law, or the principle of it, to mankind. (HC, 
2:12–13; EJST. 389)  

If men would acquire salvation, they have got to be subject, before they leave this world, 
to certain rules and principles, which were fixed by an unalterable decree before the 
world was…The organization of the spiritual and heavenly worlds, and of spiritual and 
heavenly beings, was agreeable to the most perfect order and harmony: their limits and 
bounds were fixed irrevocably, and voluntarily subscribed to in their heavenly estate by 
themselves, and were by our first parents subscribed to upon the earth. Hence the 
importance of embracing and subscribing to principles of eternal truth by all men upon 
the earth that expect eternal life. (HC, 6:50–51; TPC JS, 213)  

Happiness is the object and design of our existence; and will be the end thereof, if we 
pursue the path that leads to it; and this path is virtue, uprightness, faithfulness, 
holiness, and keeping all the commandments of God. But we cannot keep all the 
commandments without first knowing them, and we cannot expect to know all, or more 
than we now know unless we comply with or keep those we have already received. That 
which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, and often is, right under another … In 
obedience there is joy and peace unspotted, unalloyed; and as God has designed our 
happiness—and the happiness of all His creatures, he never has—He never will 
institute an ordinance or give a commandment to His people that is not calculated in its 
nature to promote that happiness which He has designed, and which will not end in the 
greatest amount of good and glory to those who become the recipients of his law and 
ordinances … Our heavenly Father is more liberal in His views, and boundless in His 
mercies and blessings, than we are ready to believe or receive; and, at the same time, 
is more terrible to the workers of iniquity, more awful in the executions of His 
punishments, and more ready to detect every false way, than we are apt to suppose 
Him to be. He will be inquired of by His children. He says: “Ask and ye shall receive, 
seek and ye shall find;” but, if you will take that which is not your own, or which I have 
not given you, you shall be rewarded according to your deeds; but no good thing will I 
withhold from them who walk uprightly before me, and do my will in all things—who will 
listen to my voice and to the voice of my servant whom I have sent; for I delight in those 
who seek diligently to know my precepts, and abide by the law of my kingdom; for all 
things shall be made known unto them in mine own due time, and in the end they shall 
have joy. (HC, 5:134–136)  

If the Church knew all the commandments, one half they would condemn through 
prejudice and ignorance. (HC, 2:477; EJST, 334)  

I showed them that it was generally in consequence of the brethren disregarding or 
disobeying counsel that they became dissatisfied and murmured; and many when they 
arrived here, were dissatisfied with the conduct of some of the Saints, because 
everything was not done perfectly right, and they get angry, and thus the devil gets  



advantage over them to destroy them. I told them I was but a man, and they must not 
expect me to be perfect; if they expected perfection from me, I should expect it from  

them; but if they would bear with my infirmities and the infirmities of the brethren, I 
would likewise bear with their infirmities. (HC, 5:181; EJST, 471)  

We have thieves among us, adulterers, liars, hypocrites. If God should speak from 
heaven, he would command you not to steal, not to commit adultery, not to covet, nor 
deceive, but be faithful over a few things. As far as we degenerate from God, we 
descend to the devil and lose knowledge, and with- out knowledge we cannot be saved, 
and while our hearts are filled with evil, and we are studying evil, there is no room in our 
hearts for good, or studying good. (HC, 4:588; EJST, 597)  

If a man gets a fullness of the priesthood of God, he has to get it in the same way that 
Jesus Christ obtained it, and that was by keeping all the commandments and obeying 
all the ordinances of the house of the Lord. (HC, 5:424, EJST, 452)  

Study Questions: 

(1) What question(s) does this quote raise in your mind?  
(2) What experience or insight have you had related to this quote?  
(3) What scriptures are related to this quote?  
(4) What principle(s) does this quote teach?  
(5) What do you love about this quote, and why?  
(6) What part of this quote do you know to be true?  
(7) How will you make this quote part of what you are now?" 

Bibliographical Abbreviations:    

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  

NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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