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How oft have wise men and women sought to dictate Brother Joseph by saying, “O, if I 
were Brother Joseph, I would do this and that;” but if they were in Brother Joseph’s 
shoes they would find that men or women could not be compelled into the kingdom of 
God, but must be dealt with in long-suffering, and at last we shall save them … There 
should be no license for sin, but mercy should go hand in hand with reproof … You 
must repent, and get the love of God. Away with self-righteousness. (HC, 5:23)  

Nothing is so much calculated to lead people to forsake sin as to take them by the hand, 
and watch over them with tenderness. When persons manifest the least kindness and 
love to me, O what power it has over my mind, while the opposite course has a 
tendency to harrow up all the harsh feelings and depress the human mind. It is one 
evidence that men are unacquainted with the principles of godliness to behold the 
contraction of affectionate feelings and lack of charity in the world. The power and glory 
of godliness is spread out on a broad principle to throw out the mantle of charity. God 
does not look on sin with allowance, but when men have sinned, there must be 
allowance made for them … The nearer we get to our heavenly Father, the more we are 
disposed to look with compassion on perishing souls; we feel that we want to take them 
upon our shoulders, and cast their sins behind our backs. My talk is intended for all this 
society [the Relief Society]; if you would have God have mercy on you, have mercy on 
one another. (HC, 5:23–24; EJST, 109–110)  

His [Joseph Smith’s] method had always been when his counsel was asked to give it 
freely and leave parties to receive or reject it. He could not, nor would not if he could, 
take away people’s agency. (Daniel Tyler, RJ, 227; TKP, 53)  

If we get puffed up by thinking that we have much knowledge, we are apt to get a 
contentious spirit, and correct knowledge is necessary to cast out that spirit. The evil of 
being puffed up with correct (though useless) knowledge is not so great as the evil of 
contention. Knowledge does away with darkness, suspense and doubt; for these can- 
not exist where knowledge is … In knowledge there is power. God has more power than 
all other beings, because he has greater knowledge; and hence he knows how to 
subject all other beings to Him. He has power over all. (HC, 5:340; EJST, 373)  

The Prophet came up while the brethren were moping around, and caught first one and 
then another and shook them up, and said, “Get out of here, and wrestle, jump, run, do 
anything but mope around; warm yourselves up; this inactivity will not do for soldiers.” 
The words of the Prophet put life and energy into the men. A ring was soon formed, 
according to the custom of the people. The Prophet stepped into the ring, ready for a 
tussel with any comer. Several went into the ring to try their strength, but each one was 
thrown by the Prophet, until he had thrown several of the stoutest of the men present. 
Then he stepped out of the ring and took a man by the arm and led him in to take his 
place, and so it continued—the men who were thrown retiring in favor of the successful 
one. A man would keep the ring so long as he threw his adversary. The style of 



wrestling varied with the desires of the parties. The Eastern men, or Yankees, used 
square hold, or collar and elbow; those from the Middle States side hold, and the 
Southern and Western men used breeches hold and old Indian hug or back hold. If a 
man was hurt he stood it without a murmur; it was considered cowardly and childish to 
whine when thrown down or hurt in the fall. While the sport was at its height Sidney 
Rigdon, the mouth- piece of the Prophet, rushed into the ring, sword in hand, and said 
that he would not suffer a lot of men to break the Sabbath day in that manner. For a 
moment all were silent, then one of the brethren, with more presence of mind than the 
others, said to the Prophet, “Brother Joseph, we want you to clear us from blame, for we 
formed the ring by your request. You told us to wrestle, and now Brother Rigdon is 
bringing us to account for it.” The Prophet walked into the ring and said, as he made a 
motion with his hand: “Brother Sidney, you had better go out of here and let the boys 
alone; they are amusing themselves according to my orders … Just then catching 
Rigdon off his guard, as quick as a flash he knocked the sword from Rigdon’s hand, 
then caught him by the shoulder … The prospect of a tussel between the Prophet and 
the mouthpiece of the Prophet, was fun for all but Rigdon, who pulled back like a craw-
fish, but the resistance was useless, the Prophet dragged him from the ring, 
bareheaded, and tore Rigdon’s fine pulpit coat from the collar to the waist; then he 
turned to the men and said: “Go in, boys, and have your fun. You shall never have it to 
say that I got you into any trouble that I did not get you out of.” Rigdon complained 
about the loss of his hat and the tearing of his coat. The Prophet said to him: “You were 
out of your place. Always keep your place and you will not suffer; but you got a little out 
of your place and you have suffered for it. You have no one to blame but yourself.” 
(John D. Lee, RJ, 225–226)  

Some of the home habits of the Prophet—such as building kitchen fires, carrying out 
ashes, carrying in wood and water, assisting in the care of the children, etc.—were not 
in accord with my idea of a great man’s self-respect. The above incident of the Prophet 
carrying the sack of flour gave me the opportunity to give him some corrective advice 
which I had desired to do for a long time. I reminded him of every phase of his 
greatness and called to his mind the multitude of tasks he performed that were too 
menial for such as he; to fetch and carry flour was too great a humiliation. “Too terrible a 
humiliation,” I repeated, “for you who are the head, and you should not do it.” The 
Prophet listened quietly to all I had to say, then made his answer in these words: “If 
there be humiliation in a man’s house, who but the head of that house should or could 
bear that humiliation?” Sister Crosby was a very hardworking woman, taking much more 
responsibility in her home than most women take. Thinking to give the Prophet some 
light on home management, I said to him, “Brother Joseph, my wife does much more 
hard work than does your wife.” Brother Joseph replied by telling me that if a man 
cannot learn in this life to appreciate a wife and do his duty to her, in properly taking 
care of her, he need not expect to be given one in the hereafter. His words shut my 
mouth as tight as a clam. I took them as terrible reproof. After that I tried to do better by 
the good wife I had and tried to lighten her labors. (Jesse W. Crosby, TKP, 145; EJST, 
412)  



There are so many fools in the world for the devil to operate upon, it gives him the 
advantage oftentimes. (HC, 6:184; EJST, 
188)  

The enemies of this people will never get weary of their persecution against the Church, 
until they are overcome. I expect they will array everything against me that is in their 
power to control, and that we shall have a long and tremendous warfare. He that will 
war the true Christian warfare against the corruptions of these last days will have 
wicked men and angels of devils, and all the infernal powers of darkness continually 
arrayed against him. When wicked and corrupt men oppose, it is a criterion to judge if a 
man is warring the Christian warfare. When all men speak evil of you falsely, blessed 
are ye, &c. Shall a man be considered bad, when men speak evil of him? No. If a man 
stands and opposes the world of sin, he may expect to have all wicked and corrupt 
spirits arrayed against him. But it will be but a little season, and all these afflictions will 
be turned away from us, inasmuch as we are faithful, and are not overcome by these 
evils. (HC, 5:141; EJST, 187)  

If we start right, it is easy to go right all the time; but if we start wrong we may go wrong, 
and it will be a hard matter to get right. (HC, 6:303; EJST, 375)  

The way to get along in any important matter is to gather unto yourselves wise men, 
experienced and aged men, to assist in council in all times of trouble. (HC, 5:389; 148) 

But in all matters, temporal or spiritual, preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or in 
leading an army to battle, victory almost entirely depends upon good order and 
moderation … Let not confusion or terror seize upon you, but meet them firmly and 
strike a heavy blow and conquer.(HC, 5:389; EJST, 433)  

No man is capable of judging a matter, in council, unless his own heart is pure; and that 
we are frequently so filled with prejudice, or have a beam in our own eye, that we are 
not capable of passing right decisions. …Our acts are recorded, and at a future day 
they will be laid before us, and if we should fail to judge right and injure our fellow-
beings, they may there, perhaps, condemn us; there they are of great consequence, 
and to me the consequence appears to be of force, beyond anything which I am able to 
express. Ask yourselves, brethren, how much you have exercised yourselves in prayer 
since you heard of this council; and if you are now prepared to sit in council upon the 
soul of your brother. (HC, 2:25–26; EJST, 116–117)  

A woman near the same place [in Upper Canada], professed to have the discerning of 
spirits, and began to accuse another sister of things that she was not guilty of, which 
she said she knew was so by the spirit, but was afterwards proven to be false; she 
placed herself in the capacity of the “accuser of the brethren,” and no person through 
the discerning of spirits can bring a charge against another, they must be proven guilty 
by positive evidence, or they stand clear. (HC, 4:581; EJST, 119)  



Some years ago, in Nauvoo, a gentleman in my hearing, a member of the Legislature, 
asked Joseph Smith how it was that he was enabled to govern so many people, and to 
preserve such perfect order; remarking at the same time that it was impossible for them 
to do it anywhere else. Mr. Smith remarked that it was very easy to do that. “How?” 
responded the gentleman; “to us it is very difficult.” Mr. Smith replied, “I teach them 
correct principles, and they govern themselves.” (John Taylor, “The Organization of the 
Church,” Millennial Star, 15 Nov. 1851, 339)  

Study Questions: 

(1) What question(s) does this quote raise in your mind?  
(2) What experience or insight have you had related to this quote?  
(3) What scriptures are related to this quote?  
(4) What principle(s) does this quote teach?  
(5) What do you love about this quote, and why?  
(6) What part of this quote do you know to be true?  
(7) How will you make this quote part of what you are now?" 

Bibliographical Abbreviations:    

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  

NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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