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In the earlier ages of the world a righteous man, and a man of God and of intelligence, 
had a better chance to do good, to be believed and received than at the present day: 
but in these days such a man is much opposed and persecuted by most of the 
inhabitants of the earth, and he has much sorrow to pass through here. The Lord takes 
many away, even in infancy, that they may escape the envy of man, and the sorrows 
and evils of this present world; they were too pure, too lovely, to live on earth; therefore, 
if rightly considered, instead of mourning we have reason to rejoice as they are 
delivered from evil, and we shall soon have them again. (HC, 4:553; EJST, 114) 

The burdens which roll upon me are very great. My persecutors allow me no rest, and I 
find that in the midst of business and care the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
Although I was called of my Heavenly Father to lay the foundation of this great work and 
kingdom in this dispensation, and testify of His revealed will to scattered Israel, I am 
subject to like passions as other men, like the prophets of olden times. Notwithstanding 
my weaknesses, I am under the necessity of bearing the infirmities of others, who, when 
they get into difficulty, hang on to me tenaciously to get them out, and wish me to cover 
their faults. On the other hand, the same characters, when they discover a weakness in 
Brother Joseph, endeavor to blast his reputation, and publish it to all the world, and 
thereby aid my enemies in destroying the Saints. Although the law is given through me 
to the Church, I cannot be borne with a moment by such men. They are ready to 
destroy me for the least foible, and publish my imaginary failings from Dan to 
Beersheba, though they are too ignorant of the things of God, which have been 
revealed to me, to judge of my actions, motives or conduct, in any correct manner 
whatever. The only principle upon which they judge me is by comparing my acts with 
the foolish traditions of their fathers and nonsensical teachings of hireling priests … Men 
often come to me with their troubles, and seek my will, crying, Oh, Brother Joseph, help 
me! help me! But when I am in trouble, few of them sympathize with me, or extend to 
me relief. (HC, 5:516–517)  

Concerning Brother James Adams, it should appear strange that so good and so great 
a man was hated. The deceased ought never to have had an enemy. But so it was. 
Wherever light shone, it stirred up darkness. Truth and error, good and evil cannot be 
reconciled. (HC, 6:51; EJST, 398)  

It always has been when a man was sent of God with the priesthood and he began to 
preach the fullness of the gospel, that he was thrust out by his friends, who are ready to 
butcher him if he teach things which they imagine to be wrong; and Jesus was crucified 
upon this principle. (HC, 5:425; EJST, 433)  

When I do the best I can—when I am accomplishing the greatest good, then the most 
evils and wicked surmisings are got up against me … The enemies of this people will 
never get weary of their persecution against the Church, until they are overcome. I 
expect they will array everything against me that is in their power to control, and that we 



shall have a long and tremendous warfare. He that will war the true Christian warfare 
against the corruptions of these last days will have wicked men and angels of devils, 
and all the infernal powers of darkness continually arrayed against him. When wicked 
and corrupt men oppose, it is a criterion to judge if a man is warring the Christian 
warfare. When all men speak evil of you falsely, blessed are ye, &c. Shall a man be 
considered bad, when men speak evil of him? No. If a man stands and opposes the 
world of sin, he may expect to have all wicked and corrupt spirits arrayed against him. 
But it will be but a little season, and all these afflictions will be turned away from us, 
inasmuch as we are faithful, and are not overcome by these evils. By seeing the 
blessings of the endowment rolling on, and the kingdom increasing and spreading from 
sea to sea, we shall rejoice that we were not overcome by these foolish things. (HC, 
5:140–141; EJST, 475–476)  

There have always been, in every age of the church, those who have been opposed to 
the principles of virtue, who have loved the gain of this present world, followed the 
principles of unrighteousness, and have been the enemies of truth … Those who have 
associated with us and made the greatest professions of friendship, have frequently 
been our greatest enemies and our most determined foes; if they became unpopular, if 
their interest or dignity was touched, or if they were detected in their iniquity, they were 
always the first to raise the hand of persecution, to calumniate [make false charges 
about] and vilify their brethren, and to seek the downfall and destruction of their friends. 
(TPC JS, 322)  

From apostates the faithful have received the severest persecutions. Judas was 
rebuked and immediately betrayed his Lord into the hands of His enemies, because 
Satan entered into him … and they, Judas like seek the destruction of those who were 
their greatest benefactors. What nearer friend on earth, or in heaven, had Judas than 
the Savior? And his first object was to destroy Him. (HC, 2:23; EJST, 358–359)  

The Lord told Joseph that he would prove him, whether he would abide in his covenant 
or not, even unto death. He did prove him; and, although he had the whole world to con- 
tend against, and the treachery of false friends to withstand, although his whole life was 
a scene of trouble and anxiety and care, yet, in all his afflictions, his imprisonments, the 
mobbings and ill-treatment he passed through, he was ever true to his God, and true to 
his friends. (Wilford Woodruff, TPC JS, 229)  

Study Questions: 

(1) What question(s) does this quote raise in your mind?  
(2) What experience or insight have you had related to this quote?  
(3) What scriptures are related to this quote?  
(4) What principle(s) does this quote teach?  
(5) What do you love about this quote, and why?  
(6) What part of this quote do you know to be true?  
(7) How will you make this quote part of what you are now?" 



Bibliographical Abbreviations:    

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  

NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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