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There is one principle which is eternal; it is the duty of all men to protect their lives and 
the lives of the household, whenever necessity requires, and no power has a right to 
forbid it, should the last extreme arrive, but I anticipate no such extreme, but caution is 
the parent of safety. (HC, 6:605; EJST, 629)  

It may be that the Saints will have to beat their ploughs into swords, for it will not do for 
men to sit down patiently and see their children destroyed. (HC, 6:365; EJST, 629)  

He [Joseph Smith] called upon the citizens to defend the lives of their wives and 
children, fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters from being murdered by the mob. He 
urged them in strong terms not to shed innocent blood, not to act in the least on the 
offensive but invariably in the defensive; and if we die, die like men of God and secure a 
glorious resurrection. (EJST, 629; WJS, 384, reported by William Clayton, standardized)  

If a mob annoy you, defend yourselves to the very last, and if they fall upon you with a 
superior force, and if you think you are not able to compete with them, retreat to 
Nauvoo. But we hope for better things, but remember if your enemies do fall upon you 
be sure and take the best and most efficient measures the emergency of the case may 
require. (EJST, 629; PWJS, 591)  

I told them I wanted an exploration of all that mountain country … Let that man go that 
can raise $500, a good horse and mule, a double barrel gun, one-barrel rifle, and the 
other smooth bore, a saddle and bridle, a pair of revolving pistols, bowie-knife, and a 
good sabre. Appoint a leader, and let them beat up for volunteers. I want every man that 
goes to be a king and a priest. (HC, 6:224; EJST, 386)   

Bibliographical Abbreviations:    

D&C -- Doctrine and Covenants  
EJST -- Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith’s Teachings, edited by Dahl and Cannon 
HC -- History of the Church, by Joseph Smith  
HJS -- History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, by Lucy Mack Smith  
JD -- Journal of Discourses  
JSK -- Joseph Smith’s Kirtland, by Karl Ricks Anderson  
PJS -- Papers of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
PWJS -- The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, by Dean C. Jessee  
TPC JS -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith  
TPC WW -- Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff  
TKP -- They Knew the Prophet, by Hyrum L. and Helen Mae Andrus  
RJ -- Remembering Joseph, by Mark L. McConkie  
WJS -- Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat  


