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Hence we infer that God had materials to organize the world out of chaos—chaotic 
matter, which is element, and in which dwells all the glory. Element had an existence 
from the time He had. The pure principles of element are principles which can never be 
destroyed; they may be organized and re-organized, but not destroyed. They had no 
beginning and can have no end. (HC, 6:308–309; EJST, 208)  

We…state that spirit is a substance; that it is material, but that it is more pure, elastic 
and refined matter than the body; that it existed before the body, can exist in the body; 
and will exist separate from the body, when the body will be mouldering in the dust; and 
will in the resurrection, be again united with it. (HC, 4:575; EJST, 641) 12  

We consider that God has created man with a mind capable of instruction, and a faculty 
which may be enlarged in proportion to the heed and diligence given to the light 
communicated from heaven to the intellect; and that the nearer man approaches 
perfection, the clearer are his views, and the greater his enjoyments, till he has 
overcome the evils of his life and lost every desire for sin; and like the ancients, arrives 
at that point of faith where he is wrapped in the power and glory of his Maker, and is 
caught up to dwell with Him. But we consider that this is a station to which no man ever 
arrived in a moment: he must have been instructed in the government and laws of that 
kingdom by proper degrees, until his mind is capable in some measure of 
comprehending the propriety, justice, equality, and consistency of the same. (HC, 2:8; 
EJST, 190)  

If tomorrow I shall be called to lie in yonder tomb, in the morning of the first resurrection 
let me strike hands with my father, and cry, “My father,” and he will say, “My son, my 
son,” as soon as the rock rends and before we come out of our graves. …Would you 
think it strange if I relate what I have seen in vision in relation to this interesting theme? 
Those who have died in Jesus Christ may expect to enter into all that fruition of joy 
when they come forth, which they possessed or anticipated here. So plain was the 
vision, that I actually saw men, before they had ascended from the tomb, as though they 
were getting up slowly. They took each other by the hand and said to each other, “My 
father, my son, my mother, my daughter, my brother, my sister.” And when the voice 
calls for the dead to arise, suppose I am laid by the side of my father, what would be the 
first joy of my heart? To meet my father, my mother, my brother, my sister; and when 
they are by my side, I embrace them and they me. …All your losses will be made up to 
you in the resurrection, provided you continue faithful. By the vision of the Almighty I 
have seen it…The expectation of seeing my friends in the morning of the resurrection 
cheers my soul and makes me bear up against the evils of life. It is like their taking a 
long journey, and on their return we meet them with increased joy. (HC, 5:361–362; 
EJST, 560)  

Concerning resurrection, flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, or the 
kingdom that God inherits or inhabits, but the flesh without the blood and the Spirit of 
God flowing in the veins instead of the blood, for blood is the part of the body that 
causes corruption. Therefore we must be changed in the twinkle of an eye or have to 



lay down these tabernacles and leave the blood vanish away…Blood is the corruptible 
part of the tabernacles. (EJST, 81; WJS, 370–371)    

God Almighty Himself dwells in eternal fire; flesh and blood cannot go there, for all 
corruption is devoured by the fire. “Our God is a consuming fire.” When our flesh is 
quickened by the Spirit, there will be no blood in this tabernacle. (HC, 6:366; EJST, 82)  

Salvation is nothing more nor less than to triumph over all our enemies and put them 
under our feet. And when we have power to put all enemies under our feet in this world, 
and a knowledge to triumph over all evil spirits in the world to come, then we are saved, 
as in the case of Jesus, who was to reign until He had put all enemies under His feet, 
and the last enemy was death. (HC, 5:387; EJST, 600)  

The doctrine or sealing power of Elijah is as follows:—If you have power to seal on 
earth and in heaven, then we should be wise. The first thing you do, go and seal on 
earth your sons and daughters unto yourself, and yourself unto your fathers in eternal 
glory, and go ahead, and not go back, but use a little wisdom, and seal all you can, and 
when you get to heaven tell your Father that what you seal on earth should be sealed in 
heaven, according to his promise. I will walk through the gate of heaven and claim what 
I seal, and those that follow me and my counsel. (EJST, 212; TPJS, 340)  

It was Joseph Smith who taught me how to prize the endearing relationships of father 
and mother, husband and wife; of brother and sister, son and daughter. It was from him 
that I learned that the wife of my bosom might be secured to me for time and all eternity; 
and that the refined sympathies and affections which endeared us to each other 
emanated from the fountain of divine eternal love. It was from him that I learned that we 
might cultivate these affections, and grow and increase in the same to all eternity; while 
the result of our endless union would be an offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven, or the sands of the sea shore…I had loved before, but I knew not why. But now 
I loved—with a pureness—an intensity of elevated, exalted feeling, which would lift my 
soul from the transitory things of this grovelling sphere and expand it as the ocean…In 
short, I could now love with the spirit and with the understanding also. (Parley P. Pratt, 
TPC JS, 481)  

The other Comforter spoken of is a subject of great interest, and perhaps understood by 
few of this generation. After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is 
baptized for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost (by the laying on of 
hands), which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself before God, 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the 
Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly 
proved him, and finds that the man is determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the 
man will find his calling and his election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive 
the other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the 
testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter, from the 12th to the 27th verses… Now what 
is this other Comforter? It is no more nor less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and 
this is the sum and substance of the whole matter; that when any man obtains this last 
Comforter, he will have the personage of Jesus Christ to attend him, or appear unto him 
from time to time, and even He will manifest the Father unto him, and they will take up 
their abode with him, and the visions of the heavens will be opened unto him, and the 



Lord will teach him face to face, and he may have a perfect knowledge of the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of God; and this is the state and place the ancient Saints arrived at 
when they had such glorious visions—Isaiah, Ezekiel, John 15 Revelation 7:1–11 upon 
the Isle of Patmos, St. Paul in the three heavens, and all the Saints who held 
communion with the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn. (HC, 3:380-381; 
EJST, 618–619) 207  

God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in 
yonder heavens! That is the great secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God 
who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all things by His power, 
was to make himself visible,—I say, if you were to see him today, you would see him 
like a man in form—like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man; for 
Adam was created in the very fashion, image and likeness of God, and received 
instruction from, and walked, talked and conversed with Him, as one man talks and 
communes with another. …These are incomprehensible ideas to some, but they are 
simple. It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the character of God, 
and to know that we may converse with Him as one man converses with another, and 
that He was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an 
earth, the same as Jesus Christ Himself did; and I will show it from the Bible. …The 
scriptures inform us that Jesus said, as the Father hath power in himself, even so hath 
the Son power—to do what? Why, what the Father did. The answer is obvious—in a 
manner to lay down his body and take it up again. Jesus, what are you going to do? To 
lay down my life as my Father did, and take it up again. Do you believe it? If you do not 
believe it you do not believe the Bible. The scriptures say it, and I defy all the learning 
and wisdom and all the combined powers of earth and hell together to refute it. Here, 
then, is eternal life—to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how 
to be gods yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all gods have 
done before you, namely, by going from one small degree to another, and from a small 
capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you 
attain to the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and 
to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power. And I want you to 
know that God, in the last days, while certain individuals are proclaiming His name, is 
not trifling with you or me. These are the first principles of consolation. How consoling to 
the mourners when they are called to part with a husband, wife, father, mother, child, or 
dear relative, to know that, although the earthly tabernacle is laid down and dissolved, 
they shall rise again to dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal glory, not to sorrow, 
suffer, or die any more, but they shall be heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
What is it? To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation, until you 
arrive at the station of a god, and ascend the throne of eternal power, the same as 
those who have gone before. What did Jesus do? Why, I do the things I saw my Father 
do when worlds came rolling into existence. My Father worked out His kingdom with 
fear and trembling, and I must do the same; and when I get my kingdom, I shall present 
it to My Father, so that He may obtain kingdom upon kingdom, and it will exalt Him in 
glory. He will then take a higher exaltation, and I will take His place, and thereby 
become exalted myself. So that Jesus treads in the tracks of His Father, and inherits 
what God did before; and God is thus glorified and exalted in the salvation and 
exaltation of all His children. It is plain beyond disputation, and you thus learn some of 
the first principles of the gospel, about which so much hath been said. When you climb 
up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom, and ascend step by step, until you arrive at 



the top; and so it is with the principles of the gospel—you must begin with the first, and 
go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation. But it will be a great while after you 
have passed through the veil before you will have learned them. It is not all to be 
comprehended in this world; it will be a great work to learn our salvation and exaltation 
even beyond the grave. …In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the 
Gods; and they came together and concocted [prepared] a plan to create the world and 
people it. When we begin to learn this way, we begin to learn the only true God, and 
what kind of a being we have got to worship. Having a knowledge of God, we begin to 
know how to approach Him, and how to ask so as to receive an answer. …You ask the 
learned doctors why they say the world was made out of nothing, and they will answer, 
“Doesn’t the Bible say He created the world?” And they infer, from the word create, that 
it must have been made out of nothing. Now, the word create came from the word 
baurau, which does not mean to create out of nothing; it means to organize; the same 
as a man would organize materials and build a ship. Hence we infer that God had 
materials to organize the world out of chaos—chaotic matter, which is element, and in 
which dwells all the glory. Element had an existence from the time He had. The pure 
principles of element are principles which can never be destroyed; they may be 
organized and re-organized, but not destroyed. They had no beginning and can have no 
end. …God himself, finding he was in the midst of spirits and glory, because he was 
more intelligent, saw proper to institute laws whereby the rest could have a privilege to 
advance like himself. The relationship we have with God places us in a situation to 
advance in knowledge. He has power to institute laws to instruct the weaker 
intelligences, that they may be exalted with Himself, so that they might have one glory 
upon another, and all that knowledge, power, glory, and intelligence…(Excerpts from 
the King Follett Discourse given in conference 7 April 1844; HC, 6:305–312)  
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NOTE: Format simplicity has been retained by omitting quotation marks from the 
beginning and end of quotation paragraphs.    
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