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Christ in the Scriptures handout prepared for classes taught by Gene Van Shaar. 
Actual missionary discussions should be based on the Preach My Gospel guide.  

Fishers of Men --- Event 30

"And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the 
lake of Gennesaret, And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of 
them, and were washing their nets. And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and 
prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out 
of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draught. And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the 
night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had 
this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their 
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all that 
were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: And so was also James, and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and 
followed him." (Luke 5:1-11)  

"Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the 
sea: for they were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to 
become fishers of men. And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. And when he had 
gone a little further thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were 
in the ship mending their nets. And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in 
the ship with the hired servants, and went after him." (Mark 1:16-20) 

"Peter and Andrew had a ship, and were partners in the fishing business with Zebedee, James, and 
John, who also had a ship. Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and John to become 'fishers of men.' 
Apparently, Zebedee maintained the fishing business with hired servants (Mark 1:20). Therefore, it is 
probable that Simon Peter’s ship was available when needed for the ministry." (Concise Harmony, 
GVS, 25)   

Calming the storm --- Event 61 

"And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other 
side. And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And 
there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat 
into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and 
they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and 
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And they feared 
exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him?" (Mark 4:35-41) 

"See Psalms 107:19–20, 29; Matthew 17:20; John 14:27; 2 Timothy 1:7–8; 1 John 4:18; Helaman 
12:7–14; Master, the Tempest Is Raging, Hymns, 105; Be Still, My Soul, Hymns, 124. We are to live 
by faith and not fear. See also, Matthew 14:22–33 and note therewith." (Concise Harmony, GVS, 
30)  
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GVS experience related to calming the storm.  

"When David opened the door, we felt a very negative feeling in the house. He invited us in and led 
us to his mother. We passed others of her family who all glared at us. David escorted us into the 
room where his mother was. Half a dozen family members followed us. They all wore harsh, mean 
expressions. I could tell that they were angry that we were there. I think it was because they didn’t 
like the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

"Gail lay on the bed, unconscious, but thrashing around. She moaned and cried, threw her arms and 
legs around and rolled from sided to side. It was shocking and horrible. She seemed to be suffering 
greatly. David repeated his request for a blessing for her. I suggested that it would be best if the 
others in the room left during the blessing. I did that because it is more difficult to feel the Spirit when 
surrounded with negativity. However, they refused to leave.  

"We had a hard time anointing her head with the oil because she was jerking so much. When I laid 
my hands on her head, it was difficult to hang on. As I started to give the blessing, a strange thing 
occurred that has never happened to me on any other occasion. Even though my eyes were closed, 
in my mind it seemed like I was high above her. It seemed like my arms got very long and my hands 
went far down to where she was. Then it seemed like I actually descended down to where she was, 
with my hands still on her head. Then, I was there with her. She and I were on a boat in a fierce 
storm. I wondered what in the world was going on? I had never even heard about anything like that 
before. It was like I was in her nightmare. I was surrounded by wind, water and fear. 

"I wondered what was going to happen and what I was supposed to do. Then suddenly it came to me. 
I knew where I was and what to do. With the power and authority of Christ I commanded, 'Peace, be 
still.' Instantly, everything was calm. There was no more storm or fear. Gail immediately quit thrashing 
around and lay very still and calm. 

"I finished the blessing with an explanation that storms can be physical, mental, emotional, or 
spiritual. I blessed her to be at peace with the Lord, that she would see him soon, and that all would 
be well. When I ended the blessing, took my hands off her head, and opened my eyes, I looked down 
and she was lying there just as peacefully as could be. There was a feeling of great peace over the 
whole room. I looked at the family members. Their eyes were wide and they were stunned. We all 
knew something miraculous had happened. They did not understand, but they felt the power. David 
and I hugged. He told us thanks and we left. Gail lay there peacefully for a few more hours, and then 
she passed away. 

"That experience gave me a new depth and breath of understanding. When I read Mark 4:35-41 
before that, I always visualized things on the outside, not the inside. Sometimes the storms we have 
are from external things. Sometimes, the storms we have—the mountains of grief and the oceans of 
sorrow—are on the inside. But here’s the thing—whether it’s on the inside or the outside, Jesus can 
heal it. He can calm it. Even if somebody is going to die, there can be peace. The hymn, “Master, The 
Tempest Is Raging,” is a wonderful song about this. The text was written by Maryann Baker and the 
music by H.R. Palmer, who both obviously had a deep understanding of these things. This song 
encompasses everything that we’ve discussed." (My Life and Lessons, GVS, 88-90)  

Feeding of the 5000 --- Event 71 

"When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, 
Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew 
what he would do. Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, 



that every one of them may take a little. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith 
unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they 
among so many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. 
So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and 
likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, 
Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, 
and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above 
unto them that had eaten." (John 6:5-13; Compare with 1 Kings 17:8–16; 2 Kings 4:1–7, 42–44)  

We don't have enough, know enough, and are not good enough, but He multiplies as needed. 

Walking on Water  --- Event 73 

"And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the 
other side, while he sent the multitudes away. And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up 
into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. But the ship was 
now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of 
the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake 
unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it 
be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down 
out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 
afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth 
his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And 
when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship came and 
worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God." (Matthew 14:22-33; See also  D&C 6:34–
37; Mark 4:35–41 and note therewith; LOF, 1:13–17; Acts 3:1–8; 2 Kings 6:1–7; 1 John 4:18; Ether 
2:24)  

Peter did not sink because of his faith. When he began to fear he started to sink. We are to live by 
faith and not fear.   

Anointing by Sinful Woman. --- Event 53 

"And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s 
house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew 
that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at 
his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs 
of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which 
had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus 
answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other 
fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of 
them will love him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. 
And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath 
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but 
this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not 
anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 



And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say within 
themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved 
thee; go in peace." (Luke 7:36-50, Sell also Matthew 9:22; Enos 1:5–8; Luke 18:10–14)  

The woman was forgiven because of her faith, repentance, and love. Simon the Pharisee 
manifested none of these things and therefore was not forgiven.  

> Question: What do you learn by placing yourself in the place of Simon, the sinful woman, and 
Christ? 

Heals Blind Man in Two Stages --- Event 82 

"And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. 
And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his 
eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. And he looked up, and said, I see 
men as trees, walking. After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and 
he was restored, and saw every man clearly." (Mark 8:22-26; See also Mark 9:23-25)  

It appears that the man’s faith was sufficient for only a partial cure at first, by which he was 
helped to have the faith necessary for total healing.

Woman Taken in Adultery --- Event 106 

"And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he 
sat down, and taught them.And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in 
adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken 
in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but 
what sayest thou? This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus 
stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. So when they 
continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. And they which 
heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even 
unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted 
up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? 
hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and sin no more." (John 8:2-11) 

"According to Deuteronomy, the witnesses had to cast the first stones, and false witness in 
connection with a capital offence was punishable by death. (Deuteronomy 17:7, 19:16–19) The book 
of Susanna in the Apocrypha tells about two elders who conspired against Susanna who were 
executed for their false witness. Jesus rescued the woman brought to him, maintained his honor, and 
defeated the conspirators, by requiring them to vouch for the woman’s guilt and their innocence with 
their own lives. The finger of the Lord wrote the Ten Commandments in stone. In this reference the 
finger of the Lord writes again, this time emphasizing mercy and repentance. The JST includes the 
following sentence at the end of verse eleven, “And the woman glorified God from that hour, and 
believed on his name.” (JST John 8:11) Jesus was and is the mediator between us and the law. (See 
also Isaiah 61:1)" (Concise Harmony, GVS, 40)  

Appearance by the sea after the resurrection. (John 21:1-17) Events 242, 243  

"While I was a bishop in Missouri, a young couple in our ward needed help. They were struggling in 
several areas of their lives. The husband had a part-time job as a truck driver. They had no children 



and the wife sometimes traveled with him. The ward helped them get by a few times with funds from 
fast offerings. We also tried to help them spiritually, and I had a few counseling sessions with them. 
As they became more active in the church, their overall situation seemed to be improving. 

"One Sunday, that young husband asked to speak with me privately. We went into my office and sat 
down. I asked how I could help him. He said that he wanted to thank me for all we had done for him 
and his wife. He also said that he believed in the church and had very good feelings about it. He 
wanted to tell me that we would not be seeing them in church much more because he was going to 
become a professional bass fisherman. Most bass fishing tournaments were held on Sunday, so they 
would not be very active in the church in the future. 

"He asked if I understood. I told him that being a professional bass fisherman was a lot like being a 
professional in any other sport. Very few people who have a desire to make a living in professional 
sports are able to be successful at it. I asked about his bass fishing background, if he had all the 
equipment he would need, and if he had a sponsor. He admitted that he had limited amateur 
experience, little equipment, and no sponsors. I suggested that he might want to consider this 
decision a little more carefully. He said that his mind was made up and that he was going to take the 
plunge. Then he asked me if this change would be OK with the Lord and the church. 

"Rather than giving him my opinion, I offered to read what the Lord had to say about it.  

"'He was very surprised.' You mean the Lord has actually said something about this?' 

“'Indeed he has.' I commenced reading about Christ’s appearance after his resurrection. 

"After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this 
wise shewed he himself. There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. Simon 
Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. (John 21:1-3) 

"Before his call to follow Jesus, Peter had been a professional fisherman. When Peter said, “I go a 
fishing,” he was not talking about sport fishing: he was talking about returning to his former life of 
professional fishing. It appears that at that point, seven additional disciples were interested in joining 
him in the fishing business. They said to Peter, "We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered 
into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing. But when the morning was now come, 
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto them, 
Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. And he said unto them, Cast the net on the 
right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for 
the multitude of fishes. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now 
when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he … cast himself into the sea. And the other disciples 
came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the 
net with fishes. As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 
thereon, and bread. Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. Simon Peter 
went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes … Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine… 
Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. (John 21:3-13) 

"Returning to John’s account, it says, 'This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his 
disciples, after that he was risen from the dead. So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?' (John 21:15) 

"Jesus asked Peter if he loved him more than what? More than fish. More than fishing. More than the 
fishing business. 



"Peter responded, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He 
saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third 
time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. (John 21:15-17) 

"Take note that Jesus gave Peter three opportunities to affirm his love. This appears to be a tender 
mercy giving Peter an opportunity to supersede his previous three denials. 

"After reading and explaining John’s account to the young man in my office I said, 'You now know 
what the Lord said about a circumstance similar to yours. Let me ask you a question, ‘Do you love the 
Lord more than fish?’ He replied that he was shocked to know that the Lord had ever said anything 
about that topic and said that he would need to think about it. That young couple continued to attend 
church for about another month and then moved from the area. I have been curious since then about 
what this young man’s final answer was to the Lord’s question, and about how that answer has 
impacted the life of his family."  

> Question 
"I firmly believe that each of us needs to ask ourselves the same question, substituting our favorite 
things in place of the word, fish. “Do I love the Lord more than _________?” (MML, GVS, 143-146)  
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