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"And now, if there are faults they are the mistakes of men; wherefore, condemn not the 
things of God, that ye may be found spotless at the judgment-seat of Christ." (Book of 
Mormon Title Page) 

"Condemn me not because of mine imperfection, neither my father, because of his 
imperfection, neither them who have written before him; but rather give thanks unto God 
that he hath made manifest unto you our imperfections, that ye may learn to be more 
wise than we have been." (Mormon 9:31)  

"Behold, I am God and have spoken it; these commandments are of me, and were 
given unto my servants in their weakness, after the manner of their language, that they 
might come to understanding. And inasmuch as they erred it might be made known;  
And inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be instructed; And inasmuch as they 
sinned they might be chastened, that they might repent; And inasmuch as they were 
humble they might be made strong, and blessed from on high, and receive knowledge 
from time to time." (D&C 1:24-28)  

"Question. —Could not father have dictated the Book of Mormon to you, Oliver Cowdery 
and the others who wrote for him, after having first written it, or having first read it out of 
some book? Answer. —Joseph Smith…could neither write nor dictate a coherent and 
well-worded letter; let alone dictating a book like the Book of Mormon…My belief is that 
the Book of Mormon is of divine authenticity—I have not the slightest doubt of it. I am 
satisfied that no man could have dictated the writing of the manuscript unless he was 
inspired; for, when acting as his scribe, your father would dictate to me hour after hour; 
and The Best of Joseph and Brigham when returning after meals, or after interruptions, 
he would at once begin where he had left off, without either seeing the manuscript or 
having any portion of it read to him. It would have been improbable that a learned man 
could do this; and, for one so ignorant, and unlearned as he was, it was simply 
impossible." (Emma Smith, Rembering Joseph, 303) 

"Altho’ I do wrong, I do not the wrongs that I am charg’d with doing—the wrong that I do 
is thro’ the frailty of human nature like other men. No man lives without fault. Do you 
think that even Jesus, if he were here would be without fault in your eyes? They said all 
manner of evil against him—they all watch’d for iniquity … When I do the best I can—
when I am accomplishing the greatest good, then the most evils are got up against me." 
(Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat, 130)  

"I never told you I was perfect—but there is no error in the revelations which I have 
taught." (Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew Ehat, 369) 

Symonds Ryder was baptized Following the arrival of Joseph Smith in Ohio in 1831. 
Ryder reportedly subsequently apostatized from the church when his official 
commission to preach had his name misspelled. He thought that if the ‘Spirit’ through 
which he had been called to preach could err in the matter of spelling his name, it might 
have erred in calling him to the ministry as well.  
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Contrast with misspelling in GVS bishop certificates.  

"O ye Twelve! and all Saints! profit by this important Key that in all your trials, troubles, 
temptations, afflictions, bonds, imprisonments and death, see to it, that you do not 
betray heaven; that you do not betray Jesus Christ; that you do not betray the brethren; 
that you do not betray the revelations of God, whether in the Bible, Book of Mormon, or 
Doctrine and Covenants, or any other that ever was or ever will be given and revealed 
unto man in this world or that which is to come. Yea, in all your kicking and flounderings, 
see to it that you do not this thing … [and prove] a traitor to the brethren." (HC, 3:385; 
EJST, 570) 

"But we cannot keep all the commandments without first knowing them, and we cannot 
expect to know all, or more than we now know unless we comply with or keep those we 
have already received. That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, and often 
is, right under another. God said, “Thou shalt not kill;” at another time He said “Thou 
shalt utterly destroy.” This is the principle on which the government of heaven is 
conducted—by revelation adapted to the circumstances in which the children of the 
kingdom are placed. Whatever God requires is right, no matter what it is, although we 
may not see the reason thereof till long after the events transpire…Everything that God 
gives us is lawful and right." (HC, 5:134–135; EJST, 575) 

"I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms 
manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to 
receive them." (HC, 5:402; EJST, 576)  

"Could you gaze into heaven five minutes, you would know more than you would by 
reading all that ever was written on the subject." (HC, 6:50; EJST, 319) . 

"It is my meditation all the day, and more than my meat and drink, to know how I shall 
make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge 
before my mind. (HC, 5:362; EJST, 576) 

The spirit of revelation is in connection with these blessings. A person may profit by 
noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure 
intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so that by noticing 
it, you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon; (i.e.) those things that were presented 
unto your minds by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by learning the Spirit 
of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of revelation, until you 
become perfect in Christ Jesus. (HC,3:381; EJST, 570) 

"Suppose that Jesus Christ and holy angels should object to us on frivolous things, what 
would become of us? We must be merciful to one another, and overlook small things."  
(HC, 7:23) 

"Friendship is one of the grand fundamental principles of “Mormonism”; it is designed to 
revolutionize and civilize the world, and cause wars and contentions to cease and men 
to become friends and brothers … It is a time-honored adage that love begets love. Let 
us pour forth love—show forth our kindness unto all mankind, and the Lord will reward 



us with everlasting increase … Friendship is like Brother Turley in his blacksmith shop 
welding iron to iron; it unites the human family with its happy influence. I do not dwell 
upon your faults, and you shall not upon mine. Charity, which is love, covereth a 
multitude of sins, and I have often covered up all the faults among you; but the prettiest 
thing is to have no faults at all. We should cultivate a meek, quiet and peaceable spirit." 
(HC, 5:517)  

"I was attacked with inflammatory rheumatism, which swelled my legs, right arm, and 
shoulder, so that I could not help myself for several weeks except with my left hand. I 
suffered the most excruciating pain, and although the winter was very cold, I could 
suffer no clothes on me except a very light blanket. Cousin Joseph [Smith] came to see 
me. I told him I was almost discouraged, being afraid that my joints would be drawn out. 
He told me I should never get discouraged, whatever difficulties might surround me. If I 
were sunk into the lowest pit of Nova Scotia and all the Rocky Mountains piled on top of 
me, I ought not to be discouraged, but hang on, exercise faith, and keep up good 
courage, and I should come out on the top of the heap. January 1, 1836, he laid hands 
on me in company with several of the Elders. My pain instantly left me and I gradually 
recovered my strength and the use of my limbs." (George A. Smith, EJST, 194–195)  

"I showed them that it was generally in consequence of the brethren disregarding or 
disobeying counsel that they became dissatisfied and murmured; and many when they 
arrived here, were dissatisfied with the conduct of some of the Saints, because 
everything was not done perfectly right, and they get angry, and thus the devil gets 
advantage over them to destroy them. I told them I was but a man, and they must not 
expect me to be perfect; if they expected perfection from me, I should expect it from 
them; but if they would bear with my infirmities and the infirmities of the brethren, I 
would likewise bear with their infirmities." (HC, 5:181; EJST, 471) 

"I concluded to ride over to Far West some fourteen miles from where we lived and I 
saw Brother Joseph Smith. He resided there. He asked me if I had removed my family. I 
told him no, I had not. 'Then,' said he, 'go and move them directly and do not sleep 
another night there.' 'But,' said I, 'I don’t like to be a coward.' 'Go and do as I tell you,' 
said he. So I started back again and got home about two hours after dark. I then said to 
my wife, 'We must pack up our things and leave here directly, for Brother Joseph has 
told me to.' My wife was very glad for she had been wanting to move for a long time. So 
we loaded up one wagon load and took it down to Brother Taylor’s about one mile and a 
half and my wife and Malinda Porter, a young woman that was boarding with us, who 
was keeping school. They packed up another wagon load by the time I got back and we 
all started off just about the break of day. Now about sunrise, or a little while after, 
Brother Gee saw in the distance a large body of men. He said that he thought there was 
about thirty-odd. He watched them come toward the house and surround it. He then ran 
down to Taylor’s to tell them that we were all killed, I suppose, and when he saw us, he 
said, 'Oh, I am so glad that you are here for there are about thirty men around your 
house to kill you all.' I then saw the hand of the Lord guiding Brother Joseph Smith to 
direct me to move my family away. If he had not, why in all probability we should all 
have been murdered, and I felt to thank God with all my heart and soul." (John L. Butler, 
Remembering Joseph, 94–95) 



"William Somerville served as a bodyguard to the Prophet Joseph Smith, and, with side 
arms in hand, lay on the floor of the bedroom in the Nauvoo House in which Joseph 
slept, placing his feet against the door, which opened inwards toward the bedroom, so 
that anyone entering would have to waken him before being able to reach the Prophet. 
On one occasion, while on a guard duty assignment, the Prophet came to him and told 
him that on that particular night his guard service would not be needed, as it had been 
revealed to him that the little children had been praying for his welfare and the Lord had 
heard their prayers and would honor their faith by protecting him." (Remembering 
Joseph, 116–117) 

"I was very small when we lived in Nauvoo, but I must have seen Joseph Smith many 
times for I always attended the meetings. The most striking thing I remember of him was 
a prophecy he made, which I saw fulfilled immediately. I was at the funeral service of 
King Follet [Follett], which was held in the Nauvoo Grove. There was a heavy 
thunderstorm arose and as it increased the people became frightened and started to go 
home; but before anyone left the Prophet arose and told the multitude if they would 
remain still and pray in their hearts the storm would not molest them in their services. 
They did as they were bidden, the storm divided over the grove. I well remember how it 
was storming on all sides of the grove, yet it was as calm around us as if there was no 
sign of a storm so nearby." (Mary C. Westover, “Joseph Smith, the Prophet,” Young 
Woman’s Journal 17, no. 12, December 1906: 545; RJ, 117) 

"An actual knowledge to any person, that the course of life which he pursues is 
according to the will of God, is essentially necessary to enable him to have that 
confidence in God without which no person can obtain eternal life. …Let us here 
observe that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power 
sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for, from the first 
existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never 
could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things. It was through this sacrifice, 
and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; and it is through 
the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things that men do actually know that they are 
doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God." (Lectures on Faith, 6:2, 7; 
EJST, 235)  

"Now I am going to tell a dream that I had, Which I think is as applicable, to the people 
to-day—the 21st day of June, 1874, as when I had it. There were so many going to 
California, and going this way and that way, and they did not know what they wanted, 
and said I— “stay here, we can raise our food here, I know it is a good stock country, a 
good sheep country, and as good a country for raising silk as there is in the world, and 
we shall raise some of the best of wheat. There stands a man— Burr Frost, and there is 
Truman O. Angell, who were present at the time. Said I, 'We can raise all we want here, 
do not go away, do not be discouraged.' That was when the pioneers came; the next 
year, it was California, California, California, California. 'No,' said I, 'stay here.' After 
much thought and reflection, and a good deal of praying and anxiety as to whether the 
people would be saved after all our trouble in being driven into the wilderness, I had a 
dream one night, the second year after we came in here. Captain Brown had gone up to 
the Weber, and bought a little place belonging to Miles Goodyear. Miles Goodyear had 
a few goats, and I had a few sheep that I had driven into the Valley, and I wanted to get 
a few goats to put along with the sheep. I had seen Captain Brown and spoken to him 



about the goats, and he said I could have them. Just at that time I had this dream, which 
I will now relate. I thought I had started and gone past the Hot Springs, which is about 
four miles north of this city. I was going after my goats. When I had gone round the point 
of the mountain by the Hot Springs, and had got about half a mile on the rise of ground 
beyond the Spring, whom should I meet but brother Joseph Smith. He had a wagon with 
no bed on, with bottom boards, and tents and camp equipage piled on. Somebody sat 
on the wagon driving the team. Behind the team I saw a great flock of sheep. I heard 
their bleating, and saw some goats among them. I looked at them and thought— 'This is 
curious, brother Joseph has been up to Captain Brown’s and got my goats.' There were 
men driving the sheep, and some of the sheep I should think were three and a half feet 
high, with large, fine, beautiful white fleeces, and they looked so lovely and pure; others 
were of moderate size, and pure and white; and in fact there were sheep of all sizes, 
with fleeces clean, pure and white. Then I saw some that were dark and spotted, of all 
colors and sizes and kinds, and their fleeces were dirty, and they looked inferior; some 
of these were a pretty good size, but not as large as some of the large fine clean sheep, 
and altogether there was a multitude of them of all sizes and kinds, and goats of all 
colors, sizes and kinds mixed among them. Joseph stopped the wagon, and the sheep 
kept rushing up until there was an immense herd. I looked in Joseph’s eye, and 
laughed, just as I had many a time when he was alive, about some trifling thing or other, 
and said I— 'Joseph, you have got the darndest flock of sheep I ever saw in my life; 
what are you going to do with them, what on earth are they for?' Joseph looked 
cunningly out of his eyes, just as he used to at times, and said he— 'They are all good 
in their places.' When I awoke in the morning I did not find any fault with those who 
wanted to go to California; I said, 'If they want to go let them go, and we will do all we 
can to save them; I have no more fault to find, the sheep and the goats will run 
together', but Joseph says, 'they are all good in their places.'" (BYA, 21 June 1874; JD, 
18:235–249; DNW, 23:340–341, SLC 3rd Ward) 

"I am the only man living in the flesh that received endowments under the hands of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. I am the only man in the flesh that was with the Twelve Apostles 
when he turned over the kingdom of God to them and laid upon them the 
commandment to bear off this kingdom. He stood for some three hours in a room 
delivering to us his last lecture. The room was filled as with consuming fire. His face 
was as clear as amber; his words were like vivid lightning to us. They penetrated every 
part of our bodies from the crown of our head to the soles of our feet. He said, 
“Brethren, the Lord Almighty has sealed upon my head every Priesthood, every key, 
every power, every principle that belongs to the last dispensation of the fulness of times, 
and to the building up of the kingdom of God. I have sealed upon your heads all those 
principles, Priesthood, apostleship, and keys of the kingdom of God, and now you have 
got to round up your shoulders and bear off this kingdom or you will be damned.” I do 
not forget those words—I never shall while I live. That was the last speech he ever 
made in the flesh. Soon afterward he was martyred and called home to glory." (Wilford 
Woodruff, Deseret Weekly, September 4, 1897, 356; TPC WW, xxxi-xxxii) 

Copyright 2019 by Gene Van Shaar 
Online URL: http://clearcreekinstitute.com/docs/js-insights-hand.pdf

http://clearcreekinstitute.com/docs/js-insights-hand.pdf

