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Plan of Salvation handout prepared for classes taught by Gene Van Shaar. 

Actual missionary discussions should be based on the Preach My Gospel guide. 

Nature of God  

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 
(John 17:3) 

"Trinity, in Christian doctrine, the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three persons in one 
Godhead. The doctrine of the Trinity is considered to be one of the central Christian affirmations 
about God … It was not until [the Council of Nicaea 325 AD] … that the distinctness of the three and 
their unity were brought together in a single orthodox doctrine of one essence and three persons." 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Trinity-Christianity

"God is most often held to be incorporeal (immaterial)." 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God

"Incorporeal or uncarnate means without a physical body, presence or form. It is often used in 
reference to souls, spirits, and God in many religions including Judaism and Christianity." 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incorporeality

Note: Never argue with investigators about what their church teaches or what they believe. Many of 
them are inclined to believe correctly. Avoid contention and just teach them the truth with love.      

"Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints view the mainstream Christian belief in 
God's incorporeality as being founded upon a post-Apostolic departure from the traditional Judeo-
Christian belief in an anthropomorphic, corporeal God … The writings of many of these post-Apostolic 
theologians show that they were influenced in varying degrees by the prevailing Greek [Hellenistic] 
metaphysical philosophies of that era, which strongly rejected the idea of a corporeal, material God" 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incorporeality

Genesis 1:26-27, 5:1-3 ……..  Man created in God's image and likeness, male and female.   
Matthew 3:17 ………………... This is my beloved Son. (Mt. 17:5; JST Mt. 3:46)  
Luke 24:36-39 ……………….. Resurrected Christ – Flesh and bone, as ye see me have. 

"The blood he spilled upon Mount Calvary he did not receive again into his veins. That was poured out, and 
when he was resurrected, another element took the place of the blood. It will be so with every person who 
receives a resurrection: the blood will not be resurrected with the body, being designed only to sustain the life 
of the present organization. When this is dissolved, and we again obtain our bodies by the power of the 
resurrection, that which we now call the life of the body, and which is formed from the food we eat and the 
water we drink, will be supplanted by another element; for flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God." 
(Priesthood/Relief Society manual 1998-1999, Teaching of the Presidents of the Church, Brigham Young, 374; 
Journal of Discourses, 7:160–166)  

"The truth about God and the Godhead must include the reality of the resurrection. The Bible testifies again 
and again that Christ rose from the dead unto eternal life. The tomb was empty. Christ was careful to verify that 
he was not just a spirit and that his spirit was clothed with a glorified body of flesh and bones. He ascended 
into heaven as a resurrected being, and he will return in the same condition. The Bible does not teach that 
Christ ceased to be a resurrected being so that he could become part of an immaterial Trinity in an immaterial 
heaven. The Bible teaches that the spirit and body of Christ were inseparably connected in the resurrection 
and that Christ is in the express image of his Father." (Pillars of Truth and Freedom, Gene Van Shaar, 79) 

James 2:26 …………………... Death is the separation of the body and spirit.  
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Romans 6:9 ………………….. Christ will not die again.   
Acts 7:54-60 …………………. Steven saw Christ standing on right hand of Father. 
Acts 1:1 ………………………. Same Christ who ascended will return. 
JSH 1:17 ………………….….. The First Vision.  
D&C 130:22 ……………….…. Father and Son have bodies of flesh and bone.  
John 17:20-22 ……………….. That they may be one, even as we are one.   
3 Nephi 19:23 …………………That we may be one.   

"[God] hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high." (Hebrews 1:2-3)  

Creation

"In theology, the common phrase creatio ex nihilo (lit. 'creation out of nothing'), contrasts with creatio 
ex materia (creation out of some pre-existent, eternal matter)."
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ex_nihilo

"On a historical basis, many scholars agree that the doctrine of creatio ex nihilo was not the original 
intent of the Biblical authors, but instead a change in the interpretation of the texts that began to 
evolve in the midsecond century AD in the atmosphere of Hellenistic philosophy." 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ex_nihilo#Christian_2

"Some non-trinitarian Christian churches do not teach the ex nihilo doctrine: The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) teaches that Jehovah (whom they identify as the heavenly form of 
Jesus Christ), under the direction of God the Father, organized this world and others like it out of 
eternal, pre-existing materials." (HC 6:308-309) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ex_nihilo#Christian_2

Creatio ex nihilo seems to be incompatible with one of the foundational laws of modern science known as “the 
first law of thermodynamics,” which states that neither matter nor energy can be created or destroyed but only 
changed from one form to another.  
(http://www.allaboutscience.org/first-law-of-thermodynamics-faq.htm) 

Abraham 3:24-25 ……. We will take of these materials.  
Abraham 4:4,26-27 ….  Let us go down and organize. (Contrast with Gen. 1:1) 
D&C 131:7-8 …………. There is no such thing as immaterial matter.  

"You ask the learned doctors why they say the world was made out of nothing, and they will answer, ‘Doesn’t 
the Bible say He created the world?’ And they infer, from the word create, that it must have been made out of 
nothing. Now, the word create came from the word baurau, which does not mean to create out of nothing; it 
means to organize; the same as a man would organize materials and build a ship. Hence we infer that God 
had materials to organize the world out of chaos—chaotic matter, which is element, and in which dwells all the 
glory. Element had an existence from the time He had. The pure principles of element are principles which can 
never be destroyed; they may be organized and re-organized, but not destroyed. They had no beginning and 
can have no end." (Excerpt from the King Follett Discourse given in conference 7 April 1844; History of the 
Church, 6:305–312; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 350–352). 

"Man was also in the beginning with God. Intelligence, or the light of truth, was not created or made, neither 
indeed can be. All truth is independent in that sphere in which God has placed it, to act for itself, as all 
intelligence also; otherwise there is no existence. Behold, here is the agency of man, and here is the 
condemnation of man; because that which was from the beginning is plainly manifest unto them, and they 
receive not the light. And every man whose spirit receiveth not the light is under condemnation. For man 
is spirit. The elements are eternal, and spirit and element, inseparably connected, receive a fulness of joy; And 
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when separated, man cannot receive a fulness of joy ... The glory of God is intelligence, or, in other 
words, light and truth." (D&C 93:29-36–37; D&C 88:36–50; Abraham, Facsimile No. 2) 

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God … 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." (1 John 3:1–2)  

If You Could Hie to Kolob (Hymns, 284; Abr. 3:1-4,9) 
If you could hie to Kolob in the twinkling of an eye,                      
And then continue onward with that same speed to fly,               
Do you think that you could ever, through all eternity, 
Find out the generation where Gods began to be? 
Or see the grand beginning, where space did not extend? 
Or view the last creation, where Gods and matter end? 
Me thinks the Spirit whispers, “No man has found ‘pure space,’ 
Nor seen the outside curtains, where nothing has a place."  
The works of God continue, and worlds and lives abound, 
Improvement and progression have one eternal round. 
There is no end to matter; There is no end to space; 
There is no end to spirit; There is no end to race.  

The Spirit World 

1 Peter 3:19 ……………. Christ in the spirit world between death and re
D&C 138 ………………... Vision of the spirit world.  

"When I get through my work here, my body will have the privilege to res
go, and who will be my associates in the spirit world. We have more frien
and they will hail us more joyfully than you were ever welcomed by your
you will rejoice more when you meet them than you ever rejoiced to see
go on from step to step, from rejoicing to rejoicing, and from one intellige
happiness becoming more and more exquisite and sensible as we proce
(Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 6:342–349)  

Resurrection and Kingdoms of Glory 

1 Corinthians 15:40-43 … Resurrection compared to brightness of sun, m
D&C 76:50-82 …….……. Judgement and kingdoms of glory. 
D&C 88:28-32 ………..… Quickened by the glory we are willing to receiv

Eternal Marriage and Family  

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the grea
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the chi
smite the earth with a curse." (Malachi 4:5-6)  

"Behold, I will reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the p
and dreadful day of the Lord … And he shall plant in the hearts of the ch
fathers, and the hearts of the children shall turn to their fathers. If it were
utterly wasted at his coming." (PGP, Joseph Smith History 1:38-39)  

Matthew 16:19  ……………………..…… Peter given sealing keys. 
Matthew 22:23-28; D&C 132:15-16 …… Marriages based on Levitical/A
authority without sealing keys) are not eternal. (My Life and Lessons, Ge
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"In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees; And in order to obtain the highest, a man must enter 
into this order of the priesthood [meaning the new and everlasting covenant of marriage]; And if he does not, 
he cannot obtain it. He may enter into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an 
increase." (D&C 131:1-4)  

D&C 49:15-17 ……….. Marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of God. 
D&C 132:19 ……..…... Eternal Marriage and posterity are the foundation of exaltation.  

"Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among 
you have save it be one wife … For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will command my 
people; otherwise they shall hearken unto these things." (Jacob 2:27,30)   

"It was from [Joseph Smith] that I learned that the wife of my bosom might be secured to me for time and all 
eternity … It was from him that I learned that we might cultivate these affections, and grow and increase in the 
same to all eternity; while the result of our endless union would be an offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven, or the sands of the sea shore … I had loved before, but I knew not why. But now I loved—with a 
pureness—an intensity of elevated, exalted feeling." (Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt, ed. Parley P. Pratt Jr. 
[1938], 297–98 as quoted in The Doctrine of Eternal Marriage and Family institute manual lesson 19)  

"The subject of marriage is debated across the world, where various arrangements exist for conjugal living. My 
purpose in speaking out on this topic is to declare, as an Apostle of the Lord, that marriage between a man and 
a woman is sacred—it is ordained of God. I also assert the virtue of a temple marriage. It is the highest and 
most enduring type of marriage that our Creator can offer to His children … While salvation is an individual 
matter, exaltation is a family matter … To qualify for eternal life, we must make an eternal and everlasting 
covenant with our Heavenly Father [see D&C 132:19]. This means that a temple marriage is not only between 
husband and wife; it embraces a partnership with God [see Matthew 19:6]." (Russell M. Nelson, Celestial 
Marriage, Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2008, 92–93 as quoted in The Doctrine of Eternal Marriage and Family 
institute manual lesson 19) 

Questions: 

(1) How does our belief in the nature of God compare to other denominations and why is this significant?  
(2) How does our belief in the elements of creation compare to other denominations and why is this significant? 
(3) How do our beliefs in the spirit world compare to other denominations? 
(4) How do our beliefs in the judgment and resurrection compare to other denominations? 
(5) Why is the doctrine of eternal marriage and family a key part of the Plan of Salvation?   
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