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Brigham Young 

"But I am proud to say of my religion, I have studied it faithfully for twenty-two years, day 
and night, at home and abroad, upon the rivers, and upon the lakes, when traveling by 
sea and by land; have studied it in the pulpit; from morning till night; whatsoever might 
be my pursuit, I have studied it with as close an application as any college student ever 
did any subject he wished to commit to memory; and I can say I have only just got into 
the A B C of it; it leads the vision of my mind into eternity." (Brigham Young, JD, 1:37–
42)  

"As I have frequently thought, and said, when duty requires I am happy in going from 
home, and I am happy in returning, for it is my greatest joy and comfort to do what the 
Lord requires of me, and what I know to be my duty, no matter what it is if the Lord 
requires it of me. This course gives joy and peace. When this principle becomes the 
acting principle of all the Saints, we shall find that Zion is here; we shall be in the midst 
of it; we shall enjoy it." (TPC, Brigham Young, 184)  

John Taylor 

"I did not know that it was necessary to be baptized for the remission of sins until the 
gospel taught it to me, yet I knew the Bible from A to Z. I could read a great many things 
in the prophecies, and make calculations about the millennium and the gathering of 
Israel, but did not know the first principle of the gospel of Christ; and there is not a man 
here that knew them. I have traveled extensively in the world and have never met with a 
priest, or scientific man that knew the first principles of the gospel of Christ in any 
country." (TPC, John Taylor, 80)  

"A good many people, and those professing Christians, will sneer a good deal at the 
idea of present revelation. Whoever heard of true religion without communication with 
God? To me the thing is the most absurd that the human mind could conceive. I do not 
wonder, when the people generally reject the principle of present revelation, that 
skepticism and infidelity prevail to such an alarming extent. I do not wonder that so 
many men treat religion with contempt, and regard it as something not worth the 
attention of intelligent beings, for without revelation religion is a mockery and a farce. If I 
can not have a religion that will lead me to God, and place me en rapport with him, and 
unfold to my mind the principles of immortality and eternal life, I want nothing to do with 
it." (TPC, John Taylor, 158)  

Lorenzo Snow 

"Alice [Pond] recorded the conversation she had with her grandfather [Lorenzo Snow] in 
the Salt Lake Temple: 'In the large corridor leading into the celestial room, I was walking 
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several steps ahead of grand-pa when he stopped me and said: ‘Wait a moment, Allie, I 
want to tell you something. It was right here that the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to me 
at the time of the death of President Woodruff. He instructed me to go right ahead and 
reorganize the First Presidency of the Church at once and not wait as had been done 
after the death of the previous presidents, and that I was to succeed President 
Woodruff. Then grand-pa came a step nearer and held out his left hand and said: 'He 
stood right here, about three feet above the floor. It looked as though He stood on a 
plate of solid gold.' Grand-pa told me what a glorious personage the Savior is and 
described His hands, feet, countenance and beautiful white robes, all of which were of 
such a glory of whiteness and brightness that he could hardly gaze upon Him. Then 
[grand-pa] came another step nearer and put his right hand on my head and said: 'Now, 
grand-daughter, I want you to remember that this is the testimony of your grand-father, 
that he told you with his own lips that he actually saw the Savior, here in the Temple, 
and talked with Him face to face.'" (TPC, Lorenzo Snow, 238-239)   

"We ought not to be lukewarm or negligent in attending to our duties, but with all our 
might, strength and souls we should try to understand the spirit of our calling and the 
nature of the work in which we are engaged … Now had the apostles, instead of doing 
as they were commanded, imagined that by doing something else they could have 
answered the same purpose, they would not have succeeded so well in their operations 
… So in regard to ourselves, when duties are required at our hands … whatever we 
may be required to do within the pale of the kingdom of the Almighty, we have to walk in 
the spirit of these requirements and perform them if we would gain power and influence 
with our God." (TPC, Lorenzo Snow, 190) 

Joseph F. Smith 

“I was very much oppressed [when I was] on a mission. I was almost naked and entirely 
friendless, except [for] the friendship of a poor, benighted … people. I felt as if I was so 
debased in my condition of poverty, lack of intelligence and knowledge, just a boy, that I 
hardly dared look a … man in the face. 

“While in that condition I dreamed [one night] that I was on a journey, and I was 
impressed that I ought to hurry—hurry with all my might, for fear I might be too late. I 
rushed on my way as fast as I possibly could, and I was only conscious of having just a 
little bundle, a handkerchief with a small bundle wrapped in it. I did not realize … what it 
was, when I was hurrying as fast as I could; but finally I came to a wonderful mansion. 
… I thought I knew that was my destination. As I passed towards it, as fast as I could, I 
saw a notice [which read B-A-T-H], ‘Bath.’ I turned aside quickly and went into the bath 
and washed myself clean. I opened up this little bundle that I had, and there was [some] 
white, clean [clothing], a thing I had not seen for a long time, because the people I was 
with did not think very much of making things exceedingly clean. But my [clothing was] 
clean, and I put [it] on. Then I rushed to what appeared to be a great opening, or door. I 
knocked and the door opened, and the man who stood there was the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. He looked at me a little reprovingly, and the first words he said: ‘Joseph, you are 
late.’ Yet I took confidence and [replied]: 



“‘Yes, but I am clean—I am clean!’ 

“He clasped my hand and drew me in, then closed the great door. I felt his hand just as 
tangible as I ever felt the hand of man. I knew him, and when I entered I saw my father, 
and Brigham [Young] and Heber [C. Kimball], and Willard [Richards], and other good 
men that I had known, standing in a row. I looked as if it were across this valley, and it 
seemed to be filled with a vast multitude of people, but on the stage were all the people 
that I had known. My mother was there …   

“[When I had this dream,] I was alone on a mat, away up in the mountains of Hawaii—
no one was with me. But in this vision I pressed my hand up against the Prophet, and I 
saw a smile cross his countenance … 

“When I awoke that morning I was a man, although only [still] a boy. There was not 
anything in the world that I feared [after that]. I could meet any man or woman or child 
and look them in the face, feeling in my soul that I was a man every whit. That vision, 
that manifestation and witness that I enjoyed at that time has made me what I am, if I 
am anything that is good, or clean, or upright before the Lord, if there is anything good 
in me. That has helped me out in every trial and through every difficulty.” (Joseph F. 
Smith, Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed. [1939], 542-43; also, included in conference talk given 
by Gordon B. Hinckley in April 2007, https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2007/04/i-
am-clean?lang=eng)  

"There is a course marked out for us to walk in—it is that strait and narrow path which 
leads back to the presence of God; the lamp to light our onward march is the Holy 
Ghost, which we received on or after our new birth. If we falter and turn aside, our lamp 
will burn dim and finally go out, when lo, the Comforter, the source of revelation, will 
leave us, and darkness will take its place; then how great will be that darkness! In 
proportion to the light we possessed will darkness overpower us, and unless a speedy 
repentance is made the darkness will increase within us until we lose sight of our calling 
and forget Him who redeemed us and claimed us for his own." (TPC, Joseph F. Smith, 
69-70)  

"I have found very often in my experience in reading over passages of Scripture that the 
Spirit has brought to my mind new light, and has shown up to my understanding 
thoughts and views which seemed to be new to me, notwithstanding I had been familiar 
with those Scriptures and had read them over and over again. In fact, there is a 
peculiarity which I have found accompanies the reading of the word of God, that 
whenever read it is calculated to refresh the soul, to revive the spirit of man, and to draw 
him nearer, if possible, to the fountain of light, truth, wisdom, love and knowledge. 
Therefore, it is a good thing for the Latter-day Saints to read very often the word of  
God …" (TPC, Joseph F. Smith, 44)  

"When visions, dreams, tongues, prophecy, impressions or any extraordinary gift or 
inspiration conveys something out of harmony with the accepted revelations of the 

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2007/04/i-am-clean?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2007/04/i-am-clean?lang=eng


Church or contrary to the decisions of its constituted authorities, Latter-day Saints may 
know that it is not of God, no matter how plausible it may appear. Also they should 
understand that directions for the guidance of the Church will come, by revelation, 
through the head. All faithful members are entitled to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit for 
themselves, their families, and for those over whom they are appointed and ordained to 
preside. But anything at discord with that which comes from God through the head of 
the Church is not to be received as authoritative or reliable." (TPC, Joseph F. Smith, 
117)  

Heber J. Grant 

"From the time I was a child of nine, I tried to sing. I tried time and time again without 
any apparent success. When I was about forty-three years of age, I had a private 
secretary with a beautiful baritone voice. I told him I would give anything in the world if I 
could only carry a tune. He laughed and said, 'Anybody who has a voice and 
perseverance can sing.' I immediately appointed him as my singing teacher. 

"My singing lessons started that night. At the end of two hours’ practice I still couldn’t 
sing one line from the song we had been practicing. After practicing that one song for 
more than five thousand times, I made a mess of it when I tried to sing it in public. I 
practiced it for another six months. Now I can learn a song in a few hours.” (TPC, Heber 
J. Grant, 35)  

David O. McKay 

"Every person who lives in this world wields an influence, whether for good or for evil. It 
is not what he says alone, it is not alone what he does. It is what he is. Every man, 
every person radiates what he or she is. Every person is a recipient of radiation. The 
Savior was conscious of that. Whenever he came into the presence of an individual, he 
sensed that radiation—whether it was the woman of Samaria with her past life; whether 
it was the woman who was to be stoned or the men who were to stone her; whether it 
was the statesman, Nicodemus, or one of the lepers. He was conscious of the radiation 
from the individual. And to a degree so are you, and so am I. It is what we are and what 
we radiate that affects the people around us." (TPC, David O. McKay, 227) 

"The kind of life you live, your disposition, your very nature, will be determined by your 
thoughts, of which your acts are but the outward expression. Thought is the seed of 
action." (TPC, David O. McKay, 218)  

"The Savior set us the example, always calm, always controlled, radiating something 
which people could feel as they passed … God help us to radiate strength, control, love, 
charity, which is another name for love, consideration, best wishes for all human 
beings." (TPC, David O. McKay, 229) 

Joseph Fielding Smith 



"The Lord will give us gifts. He will quicken our minds. He will give us knowledge that 
will clear up all difficulties and put us in harmony with the commandments that he has 
given us; he will give us a knowledge that will be so deeply rooted in our souls that it 
can never be rooted out, if we will just seek for the light and the truth and the 
understanding that are promised to us and that we can receive if we will only be true 
and faithful to every covenant and obligation pertaining to the gospel of Jesus Christ." 
(TPC, Joseph Fielding Smith, 236)  

"I am not unmindful that there are good and devout people among all sects, parties, and 
denominations, and they will be blessed and rewarded for all the good they do. But the 
fact remains that we alone have the fullness of those laws and ordinances which 
prepare men for the fullness of reward in the mansions above. And so we say to the 
good and noble, the upright and devout people everywhere: Keep all the good you 
have; cleave unto every true principle which is now yours; but come and partake of the 
further light and knowledge which that God who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever is again pouring out upon his people." (TPC, Joseph Fielding Smith, 266)  

"As agents of the Lord we are not called or authorized to teach the philosophies of the 
world or the speculative theories of our scientific age. Our mission is to preach the 
doctrines of salvation in plainness and simplicity as they are revealed and recorded in 
the scriptures." (TPC, Joseph Fielding Smith, 271)  

Spencer W. Kimball 

"Could the Lord have prevented these tragedies? The answer is, Yes. The Lord is 
omnipotent, with all power to control our lives, save us pain, prevent all accidents, drive 
all planes and cars, feed us, protect us, save us from labor, effort, sickness, even from 
death, if he will. But he will not … The basic gospel law is free agency and eternal 
development. To force us to be careful or righteous would be to nullify that fundamental 
law and make growth impossible." (TPC, Spencer W. Kimball, 14)  

"If all the sick for whom we pray were healed, if all the righteous were protected and the 
wicked destroyed, the whole program of the Father would be annulled and the basic 
principle of the gospel, free agency, would be ended. No man would have to live by 
faith. 

"If joy and peace and rewards were instantaneously given the doer of good, there could 
be no evil—all would do good but not because of the rightness of doing good. There 
would be no test of strength, no development of character, no growth of powers, no free 
agency, only satanic controls. 

"Should all prayers be immediately answered according to our selfish desires and our 
limited understanding, then there would be little or no suffering, sorrow, disappointment, 
or even death, and if these were not, there would also be no joy, success, resurrection, 
nor eternal life and godhood." (TPC, Spencer W. Kimball, 15) 



"Repentance is the key to forgiveness. It opens the door to happiness and peace and 
points the way to salvation in the kingdom of God. It unlocks the spirit of humility in the 
soul of man and makes him contrite of heart and submissive to the will of God. 

“Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4), and for such transgression a 
punishment is affixed under eternal law. Every normal individual is responsible for the 
sins he commits, and would be similarly liable to the punishment attached to those 
broken laws. However, Christ’s death on the cross offers us exemption from the eternal 
punishment for most sins. He took upon himself the punishment for the sins of all the 
world, with the understanding that those who repent and come unto him will be forgiven 
of their sins and freed from the punishment." (TPC, Spencer W. Kimball, 37)  

"There is one crucial test of repentance. This is abandonment of the sin. Providing that 
a person discontinues his sin with the right motives—because of a growing 
consciousness of the gravity of the sin and a willingness to comply with the laws of the 
Lord—he is genuinely repenting. This criterion has been set by the Lord: 'By this ye may 
know if a man repenteth of his sins—behold, he will confess them and forsake them. 
(D&C 58:43)'" (TPC, Spencer W. Kimball, 39) 

Ezra Taft Benson 

"I testify that Lucifer was also in the council of heaven. He sought to destroy the agency 
of man. He rebelled. (See Moses 4:3.) There was a war in heaven, and a third of the 
hosts were cast to the earth and denied a body. (See Rev. 12:7-9; D&C 29:36-37.) 
Lucifer is the enemy of all righteousness and seeks the misery of all mankind. (See 2 
Ne. 2:18, 27; Mosiah 4:14.) 

"The central issue in that premortal council was: Shall the children of God have 
untrammeled agency to choose the course they should follow, whether good or evil, or 
shall they be coerced and forced to be obedient? Christ and all who followed Him stood 
for the former proposition—freedom of choice; Satan stood for the latter—coercion and 
force. 

"The scriptures make clear that there was a great war in heaven, a struggle over the 
principle of freedom, the right of choice. (See Moses 4:1-4; D&C 29:36-38; 76:25-27; 
Rev. 12:7-9.) The war that began in heaven over this issue is not yet over. The conflict 
continues on the battlefield of mortality.  

"Freedom of choice is a God-given eternal principle. The great plan of liberty is the plan 
of the gospel. There is no coercion about it; no force, no intimidation. A man is free to 
accept the gospel or reject it. He may accept it and then refuse to live it, or he may 
accept it and live it fully. But God will never force us to live the gospel. He will use 
persuasion through His servants. He will call us and He will direct us and He will 
persuade us and encourage us and He will bless us when we respond, but He will never 
force the human mind. (See Hymns, 1985, no. 240.)" (TPC, Ezra Taft Benson, 60-61)  



"Usually the Lord gives us the overall objectives to be accomplished and some 
guidelines to follow, but he expects us to work out most of the details and methods. The 
methods and procedures are usually developed through study and prayer and by living 
so that we can obtain and follow the promptings of the Spirit. Less spiritually advanced 
people, such as those in the days of Moses, had to be commanded in many things. 
Today those spiritually alert look at the objectives, check the guidelines laid down by the 
Lord and his prophets, and then prayerfully act—without having to be commanded 'in all 
things.' This attitude prepares men for godhood." (TPC, Ezra Taft Benson, 66) 

'"We have not been using the Book of Mormon as we should. Our homes are not as 
strong unless we are using it to bring our children to Christ. Our families may be 
corrupted by worldly trends and teachings unless we know how to use the book to 
expose and combat falsehoods … Our missionaries are not as effective unless they are 
[teaching] with it. Social, ethical, cultural, or educational converts will not survive under 
the heat of the day unless their taproots go down to the fulness of the gospel which the 
Book of Mormon contains." (TPC, Ezra Taft Benson, 127)  

"The Book of Mormon exposes the enemies of Christ. It confounds false doctrines and 
lays down contention. (See 2 Ne. 3:12.) It fortifies the humble followers of Christ against 
the evil designs, strategies, and doctrines of the devil in our day. The type of apostates 
in the Book of Mormon are similar to the type we have today. God, with his infinite 
foreknowledge, so molded the Book of Mormon that we might see the error and know 
how to combat false educational, political, religious, and philosophical concepts of our 
time." (TPC, Ezra Taft Benson, 132)  

Howard W. Hunter 

"At the time of my call to this sacred office [President of the Church], an invitation was 
given for all members of the Church to establish the temple of the Lord as the great 
symbol of their membership and the supernal setting for their most sacred covenants." 
(TPC, Howard W. Hunter, 178)  

"Let us be a temple-attending and a temple-loving people. Let us hasten to the temple 
as frequently as time and means and personal circumstances allow. Let us go not only 
for our kindred dead, but let us also go for the personal blessing of temple worship, for 
the sanctity and safety which is provided within those hallowed and consecrated walls. 
The temple is a place of beauty, it is a place of revelation, it is a place of peace. It is the 
house of the Lord. It is holy unto the Lord. It should be holy unto us." (TPC, Howard W. 
Hunter, 185)  

"The family is the most important unit in time and in eternity and, as such, transcends 
every other interest in life. 

"The Church has the responsibility—and the authority—to preserve and protect the 
family as the foundation of society. The pattern for family life, instituted from before the 
foundation of the world, provides for children to be born to and nurtured by a father and 



mother who are husband and wife, lawfully married. Parenthood is a sacred obligation 
and privilege, with children welcomed as a 'heritage of the Lord' (Ps. 127:3). 

"A worried society now begins to see that the disintegration of the family brings upon the 
world the calamities foretold by the prophets. The world’s councils and deliberations will 
succeed only when they define the family as the Lord has revealed it to be. 'Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it' (Ps. 127:1)." (TPC, Howard W. 
Hunter, 221-222)   

"The formula for a great teacher is not only to live the commandments of the Lord and to 
advocate the commandments of the Lord, but to obtain the spirit of teaching by prayer. 
When we obtain that spirit and observe the commandments of the Lord, walking in 
obedience before Him, then the lives of those whom we touch will be changed and they 
will be motivated to live lives of righteousness." (TPC, Howard W. Hunter, 287)  
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